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Governance Performance Evaluation in Disaster Risk
Mitigation: Evidence from the Mid-Late Stages of Niuling

Reservoir resettlement Project, Jingxian County

ABSTRACT

Among various types of involuntary migration, reservoir resettlement
is the most complex, far-reaching, and widely affecting, posing the greatest
implementation challenges. Ensuring that displaced residents can settle
down, achieve development, and attain prosperity is the primary focus of
reservoir resettlement efforts and a core aspect of reservoir construction
projects. Since the 18th National Congress of the Communist Party of China,
General Secretary Xi Jinping has emphasized “the modernization of China's
system and capacity for governance” and “the people-centered development
philosophy.” In this context, increasing attention has been given to
evaluating government performance in reservoir resettlement efforts, both
by the government and society. However, current government performance
evaluations of reservoir resettlement still face significant challenges. A
prevalent issue is that the government often plays a dual role as both a
participant and an evaluator, leading to concerns about impartiality. Even
under third-party evaluation models, the authority to organize assessments
remains in the hands of the government, limiting public participation and
undermining the credibility of evaluation results ). To accurately reflect the

actual performance of the government in reservoir resettlement, this study
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takes the resettlement of the Niuling Reservoir in Jing County as a case study.
An independent third-party evaluation model is adopted, with resettled
residents as the primary evaluators. Guided by the value orientation of
governance theory, an evaluation index system is constructed based on three
dimensions: the living and production standards of resettlers, the protection
of resettlers’ rights and interests, and their level of satisfaction. In developing
the evaluation system, this study first employs a literature review method to
collect and categorize indicators, establishing an indicator pool.
Subsequently, the Delphi method is applied, involving consultations with
relevant experts. Through two rounds of expert surveys, the final evaluation
index system is determined.

This study employs the results of the second round of Delphi method
scoring to construct a judgment matrix using the Analytic Hierarchy Process
(AHP). The Yaahp software is utilized to conduct a weight analysis of each
indicator in the government performance evaluation index system for
reservoir resettlement risk mitigation and relief, ultimately determining the
final indicator weights. To obtain evaluation data, an empirical survey was
conducted, distributing questionnaires to resettled residents and obtaining
279 valid responses. Finally, the fuzzy comprehensive evaluation (FCE)
method was applied. First, the factor set and evaluation set for the assessed
objects were established. Then, the weights of each factor and their
membership vectors were determined, forming the fuzzy evaluation matrix.
Subsequently, the fuzzy judgment matrix was subjected to fuzzy operations
with the factor weight set and normalized to derive the final evaluation result,
which was classified as "Good." The results indicate that the resettled
residents' income, living standards, production conditions, and social
security have been effectively ensured. Their living conditions have
significantly improved, with infrastructure and resettlers' rights protection

rated as "Good," demonstrating that their rights have been fully safeguarded.
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The improvements in living conditions and environment have substantially
enhanced the quality of life for resettled residents. Additionally, satisfaction
evaluation reached the "Relatively Good" standard, indirectly reflecting that
resettlers' livelihoods and production activities have remained stable after
resettlement. Based on the evaluation results and field interviews, this study
proposes several recommendations with the aim of providing feasible
references for the planning of reservoir resettlement support programs and
offering insights into how the government can guide resettlers toward
poverty alleviation and prosperity from the perspective of collaborative

governance.

Keywords: Performance Evaluation, Governance Theory, Reservoir

Resettlement, Fuzzy Comprehensive Evaluation (FCE)
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3.5.5 ERENIARRE

AHFFRILHATHREXR M. BRESFENERRE: B REi0N
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