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RESEARCH ON FOOD SAFETY SUPERVISION ISSUES AND
COUNTERMEASURES IN F COUNTY UNDER THE YANG-
TZE RIVER DELTA INTEGRATION

ABSTRACT

Food safety has always been a focal point of social concern and remains the
most pressing issue for residents in the Yangtze River Delta region. During the
process of regional integration in the Yangtze River Delta, the “three provinces
and one municipality” (Jiangsu, Zhejiang, Anhui provinces and Shanghai munic-
ipality) have repeatedly discussed food safety issues, reaching multiple consensus
agreements. As a county in Hefei City actively embracing the Yangtze River
Delta integration strategy, F County has achieved notable results in food safety
regulation in recent years. While the overall food safety situation remains rela-
tively stable, numerous challenges persist. Therefore, conducting research on
food safety regulatory challenges and countermeasures in F County under the re-
gional integration framework holds significant importance.

Using multiple research methods including literature analysis, case studies,
and field investigations, this study conducts an in-depth examination of F Coun-
ty's food safety regulation under the Yangtze River Delta integration framework.
The research covers: 1) Current status and existing problems in F County's food
safety supervision; 2) Experience from food safety regulation practices in the
Yangtze River Delta region; 3) Countermeasures and suggestions for F County.
The analysis identifies four main issues in F County's food safety regulation:

Structural deficiencies in the regulatory system, including ambiguous regu-
latory responsibilities, excessive regulatory burdens, and risk-averse mentalities
among inspectors.

Inadequate accountability implementation, manifested through weak corpo-
rate responsibility awareness and ineffective fulfillment of localized guarantee
obligations.

Flaws in social co-governance mechanisms, characterized by rampant pro-
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fessional compensation claims, dysfunctional industry associations, and un-
guided media oversight.

Insufficient resource allocation, covering funding shortages, staffing gaps,
and lagging digital/informational infrastructure.

Drawing upon holistic governance theory and public governance frame-
works, while incorporating best practices from developed Yangtze River Delta
regions, this study proposes four-dimensional solutions:

Optimizing regulatory architecture through dynamic accountability invento-
ries and workload rationalization.

Enforcing dual accountability mechanisms by strengthening corporate com-
pliance guidance and territorial supervision.

Enhancing multi-stakeholder governance via controlled handling of com-
pensation claims, empowered industry associations, citizen engagement initia-
tives, third-party evaluations, and structured media collaboration.

Reinforcing foundational supports including workforce development, tech-
nological modernization, and sustainable funding models. Specific measures
range from establishing real-time responsibility tracking systems and corporate
mentoring programs to implementing professional claim management protocols
and digital regulatory platforms.

KEY WORDS: Food Safety, Food Safety Regulation, Yangtze River Delta Re-
gional Integration, Holistic Governance, Public governance
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