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RESEARCH ON PLANT DECORATIVE PATTERNS IN FOLK

FURNITURE OF SOUTHERN ANHUI

ABSTRACT

As the material carrier of traditional culture in southern Anhui, the unique plastic
arts and decorative patterns of folk furniture in southern Anhui reflect the Neo
Confucianism, clan ethics and craftsmanship in southern Anhui, and highlight the
unique regional cultural characteristics and life aesthetic wisdom. In the current process
of modernization, the creative transformation and innovative development of excellent
traditional culture has become an important proposition of cultural inheritance. Among
them, the plant decorative patterns of folk furniture in southern Anhui, as an important
form of cultural symbols, not only carry profound cultural implications, but also contain
unique humanistic spirit and artistic aesthetic value. However, the current systematic
research on its cultural connotation is slightly insufficient. There is still room for further
research in the systematic sorting of plant decorative patterns, innovative design
paradigms and application practice paths, which are in urgent need of in-depth
exploration and breakthrough.

This paper takes the cultural connotation analysis and innovative application of
folk furniture plant decorative patterns in southern Anhui as the research object, and
uses a multi-dimensional research method system: systematically combing the
historical origin of plant patterns through literature research, obtaining research data by
field research, refining the cultural characteristics of plant decorative patterns by
inductive analysis, and constructing the classification system and Cultural Atlas of plant
decorative patterns. At the level of innovative application research, the analytic
hierarchy process (AHP) evaluation model was introduced, combined with the shape
grammar theory, to establish the modern design transformation mechanism based on
the traditional plant decorative patterns, and put forward the innovative application
principles and practical paths of plant decorative patterns in modern furniture design.
The specific research content includes four parts: firstly, the representative folk
furniture samples in southern Anhui are systematically collected through field survey,

and the cultural origin and influencing factors of plant decorative patterns are deeply
i
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analyzed combined with historical literature research. Secondly, the plant decorative
patterns in folk furniture in southern Anhui were systematically classified by induction,
and a complete pattern pedigree was constructed from the three dimensions of
decorative form, carving techniques and cultural connotation, and a visual atlas
database was established. Thirdly, based on the theoretical framework of traditional
creation thought, this paper interprets the cultural connotation and expression of plant
decorative patterns from four aspects: the theme nationality, the diversity of skills, the
beauty of patterns, and the symbolism of content. Finally, the analytic hierarchy process
(AHP) is innovatively introduced to establish the evaluation model of plant patterns.
The core pattern elements are obtained by comprehensive weight ranking. The shape
grammar is used to deduce the pattern design. The feasibility and cultural heritage value
of traditional plant patterns in the innovative application of modern furniture are
verified through design practice.

The innovation of this paper is reflected in three aspects: first, by combing the
types and cultural connotations of plant decorative patterns, constructing a visual map
of plant decorative patterns, it broadens the vision of regional furniture patterns research,
and provides an innovative research paradigm for the digital protection and inheritance
of traditional furniture patterns. Secondly, it innovatively established a trinity research
framework of "pattern analysis, value evaluation and design transformation”, which
injected new vitality and provided new methods for the modern innovative application
of traditional plant decorative patterns by combining qualitative and quantitative
methods. Third, this study not only deepened the understanding of the cultural
connotation of folk furniture and plant decorative patterns in southern Anhui, but also
verified the feasibility of creative transformation of traditional culture through design
practice, which has important theoretical significance and practical value for promoting

the inheritance and development of traditional patterns.

KEYWORDS: folk furniture, plant decorative patterns, atlas, Analytic hierarchy

process, shape grammar
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