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Research on the Application of Cowboy Cultural Elements in

Game Character Design

ABSTRACT

With the rapid development of the global gaming industry, the
integration of cultural elements has become a crucial aspect of game
character design, especially when a game aims to enter the international
market. Incorporating globally recognizable cultural themes is essential.
Cowboy culture, as a worldwide phenomenon, embodies a spirit of
freedom, bravery, and adventure, along with highly distinctive visual
symbols, providing a rich source of inspiration for game character design.
Integrating cowboy culture into character design can enhance a game’s

global appeal and competitiveness.

However, game characters themed around cowboy culture in the
domestic market currently suffer from several shortcomings. These
include a lack of depth in exploring the core values of cowboy culture,
overlooking the diverse historical roles of cowboys, and forcibly blending
cowboy elements with unrelated game settings, resulting in a loss of
cultural authenticity. Additionally, to cater to the domestic market,
character designs often dilute the rugged, hardcore charm intrinsic to

traditional cowboy aesthetics.
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To address these issues, this study first employs a literature review
approach to systematically examine the origins, composition, work roles,
and conceptual evolution of historical cowboy communities. It also
analyzes the development and visual characteristics of several
representative cowboy cultures. Using case studies, the study summarizes
the design philosophies and innovative principles of successful
international cowboy-themed characters. Finally, a survey is conducted to
determine player preferences regarding art style and game

world-building.

The study proposes designing characters based on either legendary
historical figures of the Wild West or contemporary individuals
embodying the cowboy spirit, adapting their backgrounds into character
lore. The design framework emphasizes workwear as the core of costume
design and cowboy tools as key props, while incorporating
era-appropriate world-building elements. Stylized graphical treatments

are applied to enhance visual impact.

On a practical level, the "Recovery" character series serves as a case
study, combining traditional design methods with Al-generated content
(AIGC) assistance to improve efficiency. Results indicate that properly
integrating cowboy cultural elements into character design not only

enhances visual appeal but also strengthens emotional engagement with
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players, effectively boosting a game’s market competitiveness and
cultural influence. This research also offers innovative insights into the

workflow of game character design.
=)
(Art Research)

Supervised by

Key  Words:Cowboy Culture Elements, Game Character

Design, Visual Design, Cowboy Clothing, Cultural symbol
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