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CHEN HONGSHOU AND THE CHINESE QINGGONG
PAINTINGS OF SEVENTEENTH-CENTURY

ABSTRACT

Qinggong Painting is an important subject in traditional Chinese
painting, which underwent a critical evolution in the 17th century. This
research systematically explores the bilateral influence between Chen
Hongshou and 17th century Chinese Qinggong Paintings from Chen's
perspective. Using the logical framework of "selection-practice-influence,"
the study explores Chen Hongshou's motivation for choosing the subject
matter of Qing dynasty paintings, his innovative practices, and his
profound influence on later generations.

The function and connotations of 17th century Qinggong Paintings
underwent three stages of transformation: from secular expression in the
mid-Ming period, to spiritual refuge for literati in the late Ming, to
metaphors for patriotic sentiment in the late Ming and early Qing. This
developmental trajectory aligns with the three periods of Chen Hongshou's
artistic career, providing the historical background for his engagement with
Qinggong Painting.

Chen Hongshou's choice of Qinggong Painting resulted from multiple
factors: First, during his identity transformation, Chen recognized that the

"

" blending of elegant and popular customs " market characteristics of
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Qinggong Painting could accommodate both his literati identity and his
survival needs as a professional painter, allowing him to satisfy market
demands while maintaining personal artistic pursuits. Second, he used the
rich symbolic connotations of Qinggong Painting as an ideal vehicle for
expressing his emotions and thoughts, especially his nostalgia for the fallen
dynasty as a loyalist. Third, the antiquarian pursuit in Qinggong Painting
aligned with his artistic philosophy of "seeking the old to create the new,"
facilitating the formation of his unique artistic concepts and enabling him
to seek innovation while inheriting tradition.

Against this backdrop, Chen Hongshou expanded and deepened the
traditional boundaries of Qinggong painting, forming an artistic style that
unified eccentricity and rationality. In terms of theme expression, he
introduced fragmented forms and unconventional narrative scenes through
object combinations. In formal language, he employed diverse
compositions, modeling and brushwork coloring, presenting an artistic
language that was both traditionally resonant and distinctly personal. In
terms of cultural content, he used Qinggong imagery to transcend time and
space, conveying emotional and spiritual depth. Under the special
historical background of the 17th century, Chen Hongshou's Qinggong
paintings not only retained the spiritual core of literati paintings, but also
responded to the changing artistic needs of the times, which had a profound
impact on the development of the painting language and artistic concepts
of Qinggong paintings. His influence is evident in the technical inheritance
among his peers and disciples, the compositional influences on the Marine
School of Art, and the color strategies adopted by the imperial court
painters. Furthermore, his work has offered valuable insight and spiritual
inspiration for modern and contemporary artists, becoming an essential

bridge between tradition and modernity.
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This research focuses on Chen Hongshou's personal choices, practical
innovation and enduring influence, and reveals the dialectical relationship
between individual artistic creation and the contemporary culture by
clarifying the multiple roles of Chen Hongshou as the artistic selector,
innovator and influencer of Qinggong Paintings. Through this research, we
hope to enrich the academic perspectives of the study of Chen Hongshou
and Qinggong Paintings, and to provide new perspectives for

understanding the development of traditional Chinese painting.

Tao Xinze (Fine Art)
Supervised by HulJinfeng

KEY WORDS: ChenHongshou, Qinggong painting, 17th century,

bidirectional influence, cultural connotation
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