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RECONSTRUCTING PUBLIC ART VALUES A
CONTEXTUAL STUDY UNDER CHINA'S BEAUTIFUL
COUNTRYSIDE INITIATIVE

ABSTRACT

As the core component of China's rural revitalization strategy,
the Beautiful Countryside Initiative is undergoing a profound
transformation from physical environment improvement to
cultural-ecological reconstruction. Public art, characterized by its
diversity, interactivity, and site-specificity, has emerged as a vital
medium for activating rural cultural memory, reshaping public
spaces, and promoting sustainable development. This study
examines the value reconfiguration of public art in empowering
rural construction, systematically exploring its functional
transformation pathways and multidimensional value systems
within the new era context.

Through literature analysis, case studies, and field research,
this study reveals three major functional shifts of public art in
rural development: from mere decoration to aesthetic education
and cultural heritage preservation, from static display to
ecological restoration and community healing, and from
government-led initiatives to villager co-creation. From the
perspective of spatial morphology, it proposes three intervention
models for public art—nodal, linear, and areal—and validates the
practical effectiveness of artistic intervention in rural cultural

reproduction, industrial upgrading, and spatial revitalization
Il
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through case studies of Qifang Art Granary and Xihe Ancient
Town in Anhui Province. The research constructs a
multidimensional value framework encompassing functional value
(visual form—functional interaction—atmosphere creation), cultural
value (historical ~memory—aesthetic  activation—educational
enlightenment), and social value (community cohesion—economic
empowerment—governance innovation). It further highlights the
mechanism of "participatory creation—symbolic
translation—sustainable operation" in reconstructing the symbiotic
relationship between art, space, and community.

Finally, the study proposes four developmental pathways:
enhancing local expression to mitigate cultural conflicts,
establishing villager co-creation mechanisms to address the
absence of local agency, deepening aesthetic education to bridge
aesthetic disparities, and improving long-term operational
strategies to ensure sustainable value realization. This research
provides both theoretical references and practical paradigms for
integrating public art into rural development, offering significant
insights for advancing rural art initiatives from "spatial

beautification" to "cultural revitalization."

Zhang Renjie (Fine Art)
Supervised by SunLingling

KEY WORDS: Public Art, Beautiful Countryside Construction,

Value Reconstruction, Spatial Intervention
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