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STUDY ON THE ART OF SUSPENDED SCULPTURE

AT XTAOXITIAN IN XIXTAN COUNTY

ABSTRACT

During the Ming and Qing Dynasties, the inheritance and
development of Buddhist art stood at a key juncture. inheriting the spirit of
the previous generation, the art of colored sculpture placed greater
emphasis on its real-life religious propaganda function. As an important
branch of the colored art in Buddhist temple halls, the art of hanging
sculpture thrived during this period. With its exquisite, complex, and
exceptionally gorgeous visual characteristics, it reached its peak The
colored sculptures and hanging sculptures in the Mahavira Hall of
Xiaoxitian Temple in Jixian County are typical representatives of this
period. On the basis ofiting the previous generation, their artistic style
combined the needs of the times and the laws of religious development,
innovated and formed a unique artistic style with distinctive characteristics
of times. The colored sculpture and hanging sculpture art in the Mahavira
Hall of Xiaoxitian Temple is the culmination of this period. This paper,
based on method of combining field investigation with literature research,
deeply analyzes the content and identity of the statues in the hanging
sculpture art in the hall, the expression of artistic language aesthetic
connotation, and artistic value, etc, relying on the research foundation of
previous scholars, aims to obtain a more comprehensive understanding of
the art of hanging sculpture Xiaoxitian, and to provide new research

perspectives for subsequent researchers.



TRUTAR R A8 3
This paper focuses on the artistic characteristics of the hanging

sculptures in the Mahavira Hall of Xixian Temple in Siz County, and
divides the content into four main parts. First, the first part systematically
sorts out and analyzes the history of the construction of Xixian Temple
and factors and basic facts of the artistic style of the hanging sculptures in
Xixian Temple, and provides relevant image data of physical historical
materials such as inscriptions and ink for reference. Second, the second
part elaborates on the subject matter combination, artistic characteristics
and spatial artistic conception of the hanging sculpture group in the
Mahavira Hall Xixian Temple, and proposes that the theme of the hanging
sculpture on the south wall is more likely to show the pure land of the
East, which shows doubt the general view that the theme of the hanging
sculpture on the south wall is the Western Paradise. Third, the third part
focuses on interpreting the aesthetic connotation contained in hanging
sculptures of Xixian Temple, and explores the collision and integration of
Buddhist art in form and thought under the background of the times in
which "all sut and treatises lead to the ultimate bliss" and "the pure land
faith covers eight sects", as well as the characteristics of the times
reflected. Finally, fourth part analyzes the cultural and artistic value of the
hanging sculptures in Xixian Temple, and explores their cultural
significance and artistic vitality in contemporary social life. the same time,
this part also reflects on the problems of insufficient tourism carrying
capacity and excessive burden of cultural relics protection caused by the
excessive popularity of Xixian in Sizhou County in recent years, and tries

to put forward corresponding risk prevention measures.
Jiao Boyang (Modern Painting Research )

Supervised by He Jianbo

KEY WORDS: Suspended sculpture,colored sculpture,the Western

Heaven,Buddhist statues,Buddhist art
IV
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