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RESEARCH ON THE PACKAGING DESIGN OF "YULE"
STINKY MANDARIN FISH FROM THE PERSPECTIVE OF
HUIZHOU MERCHANT CULTURE

ABSTRACT

This paper takes the brand packaging design of Huizhou's specialty
delicacy, Smelly Mandarin Fish, as its research object, exploring how to
deeply integrate culture and design to endow local specialty products with
greater cultural value and market competitiveness. The study begins with
the historical context of Huizhou merchant (HUISHANG) -culture,
outlining the cultural connections between HUISHANG culture and
Smelly Mandarin Fish, as well as its historical significance and symbolic
meanings as a representative of Huizhou culinary culture. Through
literature review and market research, the study identifies key issues in
the current packaging design of Smelly Mandarin Fish, including unclear
brand positioning, insufficient cultural expression, monotonous
packaging forms, and weak awareness of sustainability. In response to
these 1ssues, the paper proposes design strategies centered on
HUISHANG culture, including extracting symbolic elements from

HUISHANG culture, constructing narrative-driven brand stories,
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optimizing  packaging  structure, enhancing visual language
expressiveness, and using eco-friendly materials. At the practical level,
the paper takes the packaging design of the "Yule" Smelly

Mandarin Fish brand as a case study, optimizing its design in terms
of brand positioning, cultural symbol extraction, and packaging structure.
The results show that integrating HUISHANG cultural elements into
packaging design not only highlights the cultural characteristics of the
Smelly Mandarin Fish brand and strengthens consumer emotional
resonance but also effectively enhances the product's market
competitiveness. This research provides innovative ideas for the
packaging design of Huizhou local specialties and offers practical
references for the cultural inheritance and market promotion of other
regional specialty brands.

KEYWORDS: HUISHANG Culture, Smelly Mandarin Fish, Brand
Packaging Design, Cultural Symbols, Regional Specialties, Design

Optimization
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