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RESEARCH ON THE DESIGN OF BOUTIQUE INNS IN
TRADITIONAL VILLAGES IN SOUTHERN ANHUI: A CASE
STUDY OF XU CUN VILLAGE IN SHE XIAN COUNTY

ABSTRACT

With the rapid development of China’s economy and the continuous
improvement of residents' living standards, tourism in the country has
gradually shifted from “sightseeing-oriented” to ‘“‘experience-oriented,”
prompting greater attention to cultural immersion and emotional
engagement during travel. Against this backdrop, traditional villages and
homestay spaces have become vital carriers for regional cultural
transmission and rural revitalization. The southern Anhui region, as the
heartland of Huizhou culture, possesses traditional villages and
architectural forms that are rich in regional characteristics and cultural
value.

This paper takes homestay spaces in traditional villages of southern
Anhui as its research object, focusing on the core question of how to
effectively integrate local culture into homestay space design. The aim is
to explore feasible paths for deep integration between culture and space,
thereby revitalizing local culture while enhancing the competitiveness of
the homestay market. Through field research in XuCun Village She
County, and by analyzing representative cases such as “NanXun
Embroidery Tower” “Pigsty Bar” and “Zhang Mansion” this study
systematically identifies key issues in current homestay design practices,
including the lack of cultural expression, irrational spatial layout and
functional planning, and the inappropriate selection of decorative

elements and materials that disregard the local context. Building on these
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findings, this article takes XuCun, a national traditional village in She
County, HuangShan City, as an example to conduct research on homestay
design., embedding the cultural symbol of chrysanthemums—an
important local industry and cultural icon—into the homestay design.
From dimensions such as visual expression, atmosphere creation, and
interactive experience, the study explores how cultural elements can be
articulated spatially and their value in design.

This paper proposes a set of design strategies for embedding local
culture into homestay spaces, including: (1) Systematically translating
Huizhou culture and regional industrial culture (e.g., chrysanthemums)
into spatial design language, offering practical strategies for local cultural

integration. (2) Constructing a homestay design methodology that
integrates “culture. space. experience”. (3) In the empirical project

“Xucun Homestay Design” innovatively achieving deep integration of
culture and space through the visual symbolism of chrysanthemums,
functional space planning, and cultural event curation. The results show
that culturally driven homestay design not only enhances the cultural
identity of the space and emotional resonance with visitors but also
promotes the contemporary expression and dissemination of traditional
culture. This provides a new path for the sustainable development of rural
tourism.

Theoretically and practically, this study makes innovative
contributions. It offers a systematic and operable design framework for
the revitalization of traditional village homestays in southern Anhui and
beyond, and provides valuable references for the reconstruction and

communication of regional culture in emerging consumer spaces.
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