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CONTEMPORARY REFLECTION ON THE "TWO
NECCESSITIES "THESIS IN THE COMMUNIST
MANIFESTO

ABSTRACT

More than 170 years ago, Marx and Engels proposed in the
Communist Manifesto, based on examining the development trends of the
capitalist world at that time, that "the downfall of the bourgeoisie and the
victory of the proletariat are equally inevitable", that is, "Two
Necessities". This statement has extremely important enlightening
significance for grasping the great changes in the world today. In the 21st
century, capitalism has undergone tremendous changes compared to the
era in which Marx and Engels lived, while at the same time, socialism
with Chinese characteristics has entered a new era. How to insight into
the deep logic and development trends of changes in the contemporary
Western capitalist world, and how to accurately position the future
development direction of socialism with Chinese characteristics, are the
contemporary issues that the academic community must answer. At this
critical historical point, tracing back to the "Two Necessities" thesis,
accurately understanding its generation situation, ideological connotation,
theoretical basis, and implementation conditions, is of great practical
significance for us to comprehensively understand and accurately grasp
the long-term nature of socialism replacing capitalism, and to firmly
follow the path of socialism with Chinese characteristics.

This article is mainly divided into five chapters. The first chapter
focuses on explaining the historical background of the emergence of the
"Two Necessities" thesis, specifically analyzing the enlightening
significance of the French Revolution and the British Revolution for

Marx and Engels' "Two Necessities" thesis, and based on this, elucidating
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the ideological connotation of "Two Necessities". Chapter 2 focuses on
the improvement and development of the "Two Necessities" by Marx and
Engels, involving relevant discussions on the conditions, paths, and
organizational strategies for achieving the "Two Necessities". Chapter
Three focuses on the "New Technological Revolution" and specifically
analyzes the new forms and trends of contemporary capitalism. This
section points out that the era of "digital capitalism" did not eliminate the
inherent contradictions of capitalism. At the same time, it reveals that
new technologies such as digital technology and artificial intelligence
have accumulated "socialist factors" within capitalism, providing material
strength for promoting the transition from capitalism to communism. The
fourth chapter provides a positive analysis of the opportunities and forces
that the "new technological revolution" has provided for the development
of contemporary socialism. It not only elucidates the role of big data
technology in promoting the transformation of human social forms, but
also clarifies the historical mission that the proletariat bears in the era of
intelligent society, effectively refuting erroneous ideas such as the
"uselessness of the proletariat”". Chapter 5 elaborates on the enlightening
significance of the "Two Necessities" proposition for the great practice of
socialism with Chinese characteristics in the new era. In summary,
research on the "Two Necessities" thesis 1s more conducive to accurately
grasping the new pattern facing the world and the new situation of
China's development, thereby strengthening our confidence in the

socialist path.

Dai Ru (The basic principles of Marxism)

Supervised by Mao Jiaxing

KEY WORDS: Communist Manifesto, "Two Necessities", New

Technological Revolution, Digital Capitalism, Socialism
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