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A STUDY OF THE FORMAL LANGUAGE OF HONGREN'S
LANDSCAPE PAINTINGS——TAKING THE
HUANGSHAN ATLAS AS AN EXAMPLE

ABSTRACT

Hong Ren holds a significant role within the Xin'an School of
Painting, particularly in the realm of landscape artistry. In the late Ming
and early Qing dynasties, Hong Ren experienced a difficult life journey,
so he returned to the mountains and forests, and sent his love to the
landscape, in the process of copying the scenery of Huangshan Mountain,
thorough exploration of the traditional language forms employed in
landscape painting, and bold innovation and breakthroughs, and gradually
formed his own style of landscape painting, which showed the core
artistic style and language of form of "simplicity", showing his deep
insight into and understanding of life, society and nature. Hong Ren's
artistic style and formal language, showing his deep insight and

perception of life, society and nature.
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This paper focuses on Hong Ren's Huangshan Atlas, using a variety
of research methods such as documentary, comparative and pictorial
studies to conduct an in-depth study of the album. The first part discusses
the stylistic characteristics of Hong Ren's Huangshan Atlas, discovering
the "simple" stylistic tendency of the album, and exploring the stylistic
causes of its "simplicity", stylistic evolution and path. The second part of
the album analyses the formal language of Huangshan Atlas in depth, and
elaborates on the formal language characteristics of Huangshan Atlas in
terms of chapter layout, modelling and colouring techniques: firstly, in
terms of chapter layout, the album adopts a "simple" technique, mainly
based on the "simple" style. Firstly, in terms of chapter layout, the album
adopts the technique of "simple" by eliminating the complexity, mainly
by the layout of corner layout, geometrical layout and symmetrical layout,
etc. to show the beauty of the work's simplicity and refinement; secondly,
in terms of modelling performance, the album adopts the technique of
"simple" by generalising and refining, presenting the natural scenery such
as mountains and rocks, pines and trees, sea of clouds, and buildings on
the screen in a concise and quiet posture. The album presents natural
scenes such as mountains, rocks, pine trees, sea of clouds and houses in a
concise and quiet manner. Through the simplification and refinement of
various elements, Hong Ren's deep understanding and expression of

natural scenery is evident. Finally, in terms of colouring techniques, the
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album uses ink, light red and green colours in a simple and clean manner,
creating a simple and elegant artistic atmosphere, and demonstrating the
author's unique insights into the use of colours through different
colouring techniques, which adds a unique flavour and charm to the work.
The third section delves into the impact of the formal language of the
Huangshan Atlas, focusing on its impact on the Xin'an School of Painting,
the early Qing Dynasty landscape painting and modern landscape
painting. Hong Ren skilfully blended nature and life, art and spirituality
with his brush, creating a unique artistic style. Later generations of
painters have learnt and borrowed from Hong Ren's artistic style and
creative methods, constantly exploring and innovating, and fostering the
advancement of Chinese landscape painting art.

It 1s thus clear that through the in-depth analysis of Hong Ren's
Huangshan Atlas, it is of great value to explore the significance of its
formal language, not only to draw on the artistic methods of the Hong
Ren to give inspiration to modern people, but also to the creation and
practice of landscape painting, which holds significant research
significance. Through this study, we can further understand and explore
the deeper connotation of the art of landscape painting, thus providing
useful references and lessons for modern art creation.

Shu Fumei (Fine Art)

Supervised by Hu Jinfeng
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