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RESEARCH ON COOPERATIVES IN HUAINAN
ANTI-JAPANESE BASE AREAS

ABSTRACT

The Huainan Anti-Japanese Base Area was located in the
eastern part of Anhui Province and the western part of Jiangsu Province.
It stretched from the Grand Canal in the east to the Huainan Railway and
Wabu Lake in the west from the Huai River in the north to the Yangtze
River in the south with the Jinpu Railway running through it. It evolved
from the original Anti-Japanese Base Area in eastern Anhui and was an
important part of the enemy rear base areas led by the Communist Party
of China in Central China.

In the 1940s facing the economic blockade by the Japanese
army and the invasion of natural disasters the Huainan Base Area fell into
a situation of material shortage and economic decline. The Communist
Party of China combined the long-term explored cooperative economic
theory with the actual situation in rural China inherited the practical
experience of cooperatives in the Central Soviet Area and in light of the
internal conditions of the Huainan Anti-Japanese Base Area gradually
established a cooperative economic system that met the needs of the war.

Under the leadership of the Communist Party of China the
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cooperatives in the Huainan Anti-Japanese Base Area went through three
stages: initial establishment prosperity and decline. From 1939 to 1942
the base area government through the launch of the mutual assistance and
cooperation movement initially established the organizational framework
of the cooperatives. In 1943, under the call of the government of the
anti-Japanese base area in Huainan, cooperatives entered a period of rapid
development, forming a comprehensive cooperative system covering
areas such as handicrafts, consumption and credit, and giving rise to
model examples like the Ban Ta People's Cooperative.After the outbreak
of the Liberation War in 1946 the military and political systems in the
Huainan region gradually moved northward and the mass cooperative
organizations were temporarily suspended.

The organizational forms of the cooperatives in the Huainan
Anti-Japanese Base Area included traditional joint-stock operations as
well as innovative flexible mechanisms such as "labor shareholding" and
"physical shareholding" effectively mobilizing the scattered production
factors in rural areas. In terms of wages dividends factory and worker
management the cooperatives also explored effective institutional models.
In the face of difficulties such as capital shortages the base area
government provided institutional support for the development of
cooperatives through measures such as strengthening policy inclination

and providing financial subsidies. While the internal and external systems
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were increasingly complete the cooperatives also ensured their healthy
development through measures such as holding workers' ideological
review meetings and rectifying the style of cadres.

The cooperatives in the Huainan Anti-Japanese Base Area
played a prominent role in stabilizing prices and providing relief during
disasters, improving the lives of the local people. They also fully utilized
their commercial attributes, making outstanding contributions in the
fields of commodity production and circulation as well as finance,
effectively supporting the War of Resistance against Japanese Aggression.
At the same time, the cooperatives in the base area went beyond the scope
of simple economic affairs and were deeply integrated into the
construction of grassroots organizations in the base area, achieving the
unity of economic value and organizational value. Looking back on the
development process of the cooperatives in the Huainan Anti-Japanese
Base Area, their experience can provide useful references and inspirations
for the development of rural cooperatives in the new era of socialism with
Chinese characteristics.

Zheng ChunWei (Study on the Sinicization of Marxism)
Supervised by Li Haitao
KEY WORDS: The Huainan Anti-Japanese Base Area; mutual assistance

and cooperation; cooperatives; organization and management
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