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RESEARCH ON COOPERATIVES IN THE ANTI-JAPANESE
BASE AREAS OF WANJIANG

ABSTRACT

After the Southern Anhui Incident, in order to continue the
struggle in central and southern Anhui, The Communist Party of China
established the Wanjiang Anti-Japanese Base Area. Under the leadership
of the CPC Central Committee, Wanjiang Anti-Japanese Base Area has
continuously developed and expanded, and remarkable achievements
have been made in various undertakings, among which economic
construction is the most prominent. ‘Fierce Fire Jiangnan Fish Rice
Township’ is the true portrayal of Wanjiang Anti-Japanese Base Area.
Among them, Wanjiang Anti-Japanese Base Area Cooperative injected
strong impetus into the economic development of the base area and
became an important engine to promote the economic prosperity of
Wanjiang Anti-Japanese Base Area.

After the democratic regime was established in Wanjiang area,
under the leadership of the Agricultural Resistance Association,

agricultural production mutual aid groups were organized according to
III
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the guarantee and village, and the masses were mobilized to invest in the
establishment of cooperatives. At the initial stage of the establishment of
the cooperative, although it faced some challenges, the Party Committee
and democratic government of Wanjiang District always adhered to the
people-centered concept, responded in time and made decisive policies,
and ensured the healthy and orderly development of the cooperative
through a series of effective measures such as establishing and perfecting
the management system, strengthening the training of cadres and
perfecting the supervision mechanism.

Under the correct leadership of the Party, Wanjiang Anti-
Japanese Base Area Cooperatives gave full play to the important role of
organizing and serving the masses, not only effectively improving the
production and living conditions of the masses in the base areas, raising
the level of material supply, but more importantly enhancing the trust and
support of the masses for the anti-Japanese democratic regime. According
to statistics, by the end of 1945, all kinds of cooperatives in Wanjiang
Anti-Japanese Base Area had developed more than 500,000 members,
with an annual turnover of several million yuan. They became an
important pillar to promote the economic development of the base area,
ensure the supply of military and civilian resources, and consolidate the
anti-Japanese democratic regime, laying a solid material foundation and

mass foundation for winning the final victory of the War of Resistance

v
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Against Japan.

Wanjiang Anti-Japanese Base Area Cooperative is a successful
example of China Communist Party creatively combining Marxist
cooperative economic theory with China's concrete reality in the special
historical period of Anti-Japanese War. Its development process and
lessons have important reference significance for today's development of
cooperative economy and promotion of rural revitalization. The study of
this paper is helpful to deepen the research on the economic history of
Wanjiang Anti-Japanese Base Area, enrich the theoretical treasure house
of China Communist Party's cooperative thought, and provide historical
reference for the development of cooperative economy in the new era.

XuXiao (Study on the Sinicization of Marxism)

Supervised by Li Haitao

KEY WORDS: Wanjiang Anti-Japanese Base Area; The Communist
Party of China; The War of Resistance against Japanese Aggression;

Cooperative Economy; Mutual Aid and Cooperation
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