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A Study on the Optimization Strategy of Petition and Stability
Maintenance Work at the Grassroots Government Level: Based

on the Empirical Research in N County, Wuhu City

ABSTRACT

The petition system is an important component of the socialist
democratic political system with Chinese characteristics. It embodies the
political principle of the people being the masters of their own country and
serves as a vital channel for the people to participate in social governance
and safeguard their own rights and interests. The effectiveness of petition
work is directly related to the overall social stability, and petition stability
work is complementary to it. Petition work at the grassroots government
level is an important window for understanding social conditions and
public opinions. Currently, slow economic growth has triggered various
contradictions in areas such as people's livelihoods and finance. The real
estate industry is sluggish, and some real estate projects have experienced
funding chain ruptures, leading to a series of social contradictions that are
manifested through petitions and even escalate into cross-level petitions
and mass petitions. Consequently, petition work evolves into petition
stability work.

This paper takes the Stability Supervision Office of N County as the
research object, based on theories of collaborative governance, and
summarizes several major issues faced by the N County Government in
petition stability work by understanding the overview of N County, the
main practices of its government's petition stability work, and the current
status of petition stability work in N County. The issues include: firstly,

low public recognition; secondly, the difficulty and inefficiency in
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resolving these issues; thirdly, the inadequate legal system for petition
stability work, leading to a lack of trust in the law among the populace.
Based on interviews and case analyses, the reasons for the petition
stability issues in N County are identified: firstly, objective reasons, such
as historical legacies; secondly, "human" factors, including
misconceptions in the handling approaches and thinking of local
governments, as well as inadequate team configuration and personnel
management; thirdly, "legal" factors, namely the incomplete legal system
for petition stability work and insufficient adherence to the concept of
law-based administration; and fourthly, "mechanism" factors, such as the
inadequate mechanisms for identifying and resolving petition stability
issues.

The paper summarizes an optimized strategy suitable for N County's
petition stability work: firstly, from the perspective of the local
government itself, enhancing the capability of the petition stability work
entity; secondly, promoting the improvement of the petition stability work
mechanism; and thirdly, improving the "legal" system, that is, advancing
the legalization of petition stability work.The fourth is to improve the
resolution strategy of typological petition and stability maintenance issues.

Li Yunxing
Supervised by _Liyanli

KEYWORDS:grassroots government, petition, petition stability

maintenance, optimization strategy, empirical research
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® Kevin J.0'Brien and Lianjiang Li,Rightful Resistance in Rural China.[M].Cambridge University Press, 2006
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® James C. Scott,Seeing Like a State: How Certain Schemes to Improve the Human Condition Have
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