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A PRACTICAL STUDY ON SOCIAL WORK

INTERVENTION IN THE CONSTRUCTION OF CULTURAL
SPACES IN "VILLAGE-TO-COMMUNITY™"
TRANSFORMED NEIGHBORHOODS: A CASE STUDY OF

LH COMMUNITY IN WUHU CITY

ABSTRACT

With the continuous advancement of urbanization in China,
"village-to-community" transformation has emerged as a unique type of
community in this process, characterized by drastic changes in spatial
forms. The transformation of community spaces not only involves the
alteration of external physical spaces but also signifies the internal shifts
in production, lifestyle, and social relationships among "land-lost
farmers" after their relocation. Spatial changes, driven by practices such
as "village consolidation" and "village-to-community" transformation,
manifest in forms like "farmers moving into apartments" and "centralized

residence," resulting in diverse spatial patterns depending on the extent of
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transformation. LH Community, a typical case formed through the

consolidation of multiple scattered villages under the "village removal
and community establishment" policy, embodies complex cultural factors
and conflicts. As a transitional community, it faces the disappearance of
traditional agricultural production spaces, the breakdown of kinship and
geographical ties in residential patterns, and the disintegration of
collective spatial memory, leading to a series of governance challenges.
In this context, the construction of community cultural spaces has become
a critical entry point for addressing the governance dilemmas of

transitional communities.

This study takes LH Community in Wuhu City as a case
study, employing participatory observation and semi-structured interv
iews. Grounded in the theories of spatial production, community bui
lding, and social capital, it constructs a three-dimensional "material-
social-spiritual" analytical framework to explore the practical pathwa
ys for social work intervention in the construction of cultural space
s in "village-to-community" transformed neighborhoods. The research

reveals significant issues in LH Community's cultural space constru
ction across three dimensions: at the physical level, the spaces fail
to meet residents' needs for daily interaction and cultural practices,
resulting in underutilization; at the social level, residents' social net
works are fragmented, community self-organization is underdevelope
d, and participation in cultural activities is low; at the spiritual leve
1, traditional cultural spaces have dissolved, symbolic representations
have vanished, and residents face blurred identity and weakened c
ommunity belonging. The study also identifies residents' needs for u
tilizing physical spaces, rebuilding social relationships, participating 1

n cultural activities, and enhancing community governance capabiliti

v
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es.To address these issues and needs, the study proposes a three-di

mensional pathway for social work intervention: at the material cult
ural space level, creating diverse cultural spaces and repurposing un
derutilized community spaces to meet residents' needs for daily inte
raction and cultural practices; at the social cultural space level, fost
ering community self-organization, organizing diverse cultural activiti
es, and rebuilding residents' social networks to strengthen emotional
bonds; at the spiritual cultural space level, tapping into community
cultural assets, establishing community folk culture museums, and r
einforcing residents' identity and cultural consciousness. By focusing
on the impact of rapid social structural changes under modernity o
n "village-to-community" transformed neighborhoods and centering o
n the reconstruction of community cultural spaces, this study explor
es new pathways for community governance. It plays a crucial role
in enhancing residents' cultural security, sense of belonging, and fu
Ifillment, facilitating emotional reconnection through culture, and pro
vides theoretical and practical references for the governance of cultu

ral spaces in '"village-to-community" transformed neighborhoods.

YuanYuan (Social Work)
Supervised by Bao Xiankang

KEY WORDS: Spatial Production Theory, "Village-to-Community" Trans

formation, Community Cultural Space, Community Governance,social

work
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IREE R R (W A SRR, 2018, 20 (05) :112-118+148.
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SR AN AR N G EEES —— R R AR IX IR E IR RAT AL (). AR, 2017, 32(06) 194~
116+244

OB, T R X p e R SR ELT]. TP A, 2022, (06) :62-70.
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BEEFRBMLG, WaAE . B, R O 2 BB T 95 R i )
JR G PALE HE ARG R I SRR E, X ST BRSO AR Y ik
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RSN, @i R R EER E RPN E R A E AT, ik s, M
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FETTRE 2 LA S AR A A P2 BN R, GRS (B AL 2 SRR S 3, SR
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HHF R, Yo TR I T 26 AL S AUA R A3 7R TSI BRI A 2
I H SRR, LH #E X A 5 N L& TRV BAE X VA B, 2019 4E 10
Ho YQ 4o TAEMRS 0o NBE LH #EXTF T ARG . A, LSRRk A
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