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Abstract

The text selected for this translation case study is taken from The Stories of Hui
Merchants in Qing Dynasty, co-authored by Dong Jiakui and Meng Yingjiao and
published by Anhui Normal University Press in 2016. The book comprises 50
historically authentic stories dedicated to spreading knowledge about Hui merchants
and promoting their spirit. The translator selected stories 5 to 8 from this book as the
translation text. These stories depict the challenging circumstances faced by Hui
merchants, such as salt and tea traders, during the Qing Dynasty, and highlight their
noble character, including their honesty, integrity, and willingness to help others. The
source text is primarily narrative-driven, incorporating a wealth of culturally rich
four-character idioms that lend it a strong literary flavor. At the same time, the text
features numerous run-on sentences and colloquial expressions, with a flexible and
varied sentence structure. The overall style combines both literary sophistication and a
conversational tone.

During the translation process, conveying the cultural connotations of
four-character phrases, transforming the paratactic structure of run-on sentences into a
hypotactic one, and preserving the colloquial style of expression were the three main
challenges encountered in this translation practice report. The translator’s solutions
are as follows: Firstly, for the translation of four-character phrases, the translator
reproduced the imagery of the source language by borrowing target language imagery
or, in some cases, abandoned the source language imagery to convey only the core
meaning, thereby effectively transmitting the cultural essence of the four-character
phrases. Secondly, in translating run-on sentences, the translator added cohesive
devices and restructured sentences to convert parataxis into hypotaxis. Lastly, for the
translation of colloquial expressions, the translator employed strategies such as
altering sentence structures, skillfully using English idioms, and incorporating direct
speech to reproduce the oral style of the original text.

Through this translation practice, the translator has not only gained an in-depth

A%



understanding of Huizhou culture but also accumulated extensive translation
experience, significantly enhancing their ability to translate narrative texts. In the
process, the translator has also mastered various translation strategies and techniques,
laying a solid foundation for handling similar texts in the future. Lastly, the translator
hopes that this translation practice report can serve as a source of reference for other

translators working on similar texts.

Key Words: The Stories of Hui Merchants in Qing Dynasty, narrative text,

four-character idioms translation; Chinese run-on sentences; language

style
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1k, A HARA IS GESCREAR, ARUCEIIE T B AR ISR B ¥ P 25 B ST
ARHIEE S B 8 Rk, FHOT 10062 7, BECHE 7581 17, £F4 BRI
LBV AR SR FRCER o AR I SO — IR BRI H B AR X RO
FHIRSCARRIR R, RO BRI 3L F J it — 5% T B 42 .

1.2 JESCAFAN

VRSO DAL S SO B, OB S ENE S . BSORRKER R 7
T 1) — LT, % 1R . R SR R A IR AL B, Sk T
BT S NS A BRI S EE 28, T 2 I B kR (1 22 7 R A A
e, JFRE ARSI SR T BN A, — e R S T R R [
AR, BEXEOE . BT SO A SR T AR E B . A K
PR B AR e BB R PR SCA BB 5-8 Rl A T AR R TR A H S AN
RIRFASAN & 1, WA 25 R AT B MR Y, DAR D B R 2 45 LRI, 18
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1.3 SEERR X

BoE, AR CRESE GERO ) BIZEREsLEk, 57 mNE B R IR AR
Fe A A R AR S TE RS A . B AU LI E 2B E AR, S DURE I $R995F I
Uah i A%, HEDACBIRRIEAR T EME Sl 2. IR, AT DAEE PRt
SEIR N ER AR SCAL i G &5 AR XA EDUL, i “ BLSONA “ SRR 7 5%
OHERR . BEAL, B P AR B SO AR T o B G e i R 32 v, B
R SCALRENS A — B RE I _Ealdzh Bk gl Wl 2 N 1 IRRCCL, et ANFE
AL AL S AR 7K

FR, ARE S EA DGR SO th R, toR 3 5 RE IR T H
T PR RSB AR  AT B TR = B OB R RRE, NS R R RS SR R —
SEE BTN, I ON RIS SCAS B SE AR T PR At 2222, [FIN AR S R I AR
B AT DAAN ISR v e R X R 38 P B e G IR S R R SR B
RI7 5, BB REREACT, IF H AR IR R SRR, 52 S g by
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2.1 SRR R AF BT

PRSCR B DN, 1ZIECAEH AR [ 53 s S F R R R, 15
BT, MeEEE, WEMAYIEREY, IEEASER, BRAMRRM . #EF
I 73 L O B Ji S P KR TG Sk

MICA RIS B PSR T i T & SCA R 2 D DY 4, n 2R
e ” o “FEEHET F, WS TEERULE R, b EES e
frssscft. Kot MIEMAE S, MRS . SRRHEEOR. B
MIZRI 44 7 4%, XU FA A E TS IR B T SRR SUIR L,
FH ORI AR, A8 LR B RES IR BIIR IR ST A . FiAh, SOARTE
A IR SR P SR MU A% A Y S e I B RO O A 227 B, i i S L
PN S RISz 2%, Ron TR R ML AN A PR ok 2 R K A REAT A 42,
it 7S IE X B RIXEEIAR M E .

WSO IR R 5 RSO 22 PR AR 98 38 (R 3T 1 1 A BT
AR AT DA 1t BR B 3 10 R, b D8 5 v PR R W 20 i,
ANy, $NEF, EEARERE S TR BT BikaET, R
BARFTR . 7 XA R RAEBURTESCAR IO HE L, BRI, (HiE
AR SRR R B R, TR M AR ETTHIRIBACR, BENS I BRI 22 K

MO 5 W 2, SORRZAERA] T B ZRE T 50, A 15 A
BURRAFEMBARARY]. i, “IRRAZRACHRACEAEA”, L “H
BIEHE L, AR ESHE R M 1, HiEACKER”, RN
MIRIEBLIE M by 1, SR 1 SOR IR S PEATER R, (61523 RS SN EDW b
5 B SCAS BTSRRI I
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RUERUNFER . KB RS iR, AR SR S iR S S 5
Ble B, H_EdA2RHE B R T 2002 45 H AR (BN FE 2 SO SRR
BRI 16—20 HHZC IS S SCFAIEFE) PRI 4 1 RUNBIX B0 523t i
WER. RIGRIGSE, £ 7THBUNSTE R EZE . 555k, EETEAE R 1A
SR R ERSRRE R AINAS, QG (R CGR—H#H) SR TR
PR 5E, XL SCAHER 73 I S — I T B VE A FR s 18R e g At s IR
AUHE 7B AR S IR DR, A BTt P B R A S e, @il
XEPATSCAR A B, 16 AT LS 3 AR AN ) SCAL T 5t R BB i) AR AN
PHERL,  BE— D ERIETE 5 M H SR S ERE ERRE, St e iEsme.

23 WETRENEFEIRNEREE

ARG AR 7 2R T H, AfEAaEgimh, A,
DeepL Translate. Cambridge Dictionary 1 The Free Dictionary &, FHHt, 2A#Kid
BRI T8 1A i 3 2R T S RS 12, Cambridge Dictionary A T4 #
WAHMBE R TGS, sk, BfEY TR (Bing) . DeepSeek 1 ChatGPT %5
B TR, LATRRESCHSU S SE R, BBk rkik.

EERT A YUCRR 1R SE B R AT REVS K I BB 44 0], BB AL T BT IARIER: Bk,
10 ] SO R R S ) A L RSO BORE, USRI BB WS RS
W, B RUBAE %17 L FNEH 3% T (4 Cambridge Dictionary. The Free Dictionary
), WRRARIEMMERATE: RIS, 46 R SCRIES, TR E B IR ERE
2o I RGNIIAREEH, ARERTE T ARSI B R HER A — Sk
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FEAIRGEESLER R, BEE BB 7 ANFE 5T R EEAE A, BT I T, B
S B H 19 1) 73 A 1 i, P 280 g e ) e L AT U, R A ] ) o 2
S RO (B P SRS AT 7, AR I e i — VLS TP R

3.0 WP B —— A ST

DUB IV A% 71E, A WARIY A, s 7%, & DOEH — Rl
Rl % (2. 2200, 2005: 113) o WMPIANMCFA R, 45 %%k,
BOUESR . WNERIRE, DIFHIaTE A e, — NREEHEICHA S, K
MATFRR B 1 s 1I6H — K8 T H HALE, FEECAERT RIS (BT VY 4% B 454)
TERN—FL BB IE S B, P2 AT 2 ST AR TR AR B, 7K
WEFEEMH SN RS, 2020: 71) . JEXABETFRELTAR, £
R WITE N S — AT\ AR EONE I, BT DAREIR 2 D Ak )i, S
i b 3 R X SR () SCA PRI S, X B R UL, e — KR

3.1.1 BEHERIERS, BIRERR

DU, DRIHRR I 5 . 1528 DL IR B S B B, A o e
[ — K#kAk (Zhou Yu, 2024: 154) . WK B, B PIMIE T LA,
(HERZ R b, BRI R SCE R (MG, (RIS, 2008: 43) o X,
5 VY M 78 AR 1 Fp AR B A S o VR —Fh B () SO AR AR, B iR
FRRASRE I B R 1) RSO B . A5 50 (Newmark, 1981: 84) 45 : A
ERFH R FYRI R B, —UIAE A A RE Y . KR L, B B
— PR, F— B F 2538n 5 — B RE S, BUF R 0 B Sd Ao S ok 1 gy (F
B, 2017: 9) o XEWEEMIFERES, FEFERHEREYLE, (EhH—FY
SKIERAR T — ), il “URVEIE” 5 C AR ] R R ¢ 2R 3RAT I AR R
PR TR SR AE YRR (SO B B AR DU A% (15 S0 A B E A R R
BGPTSR A 18 ST U A% 1) ST A PR R S o 3R b 5 VR AE A SRR SR SO A i X
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Bt b, 38 IR R SR R e S B ARE S P SR BCRIE DT AR &, BliE
TR SC o SXFEMCAN LR B 1 R SCROREHE, I8 B SCE INIGIE A AR 5 A5
WANEST . DX AR R, BESCRENS B B RBR H bR T8 5 IRIE I, 1Y
5B 1 SRR R E A SCAE N, RN ik i3 B o) B AR AT 32

Bl 1
JRSC: DREEE HERE T, LEEWTHA BN, RERED 5
SR T, HE NEE B 5Tk [a]— 8 75 2R 4 1 [A]

PE3L: The young master had burned the midnight oil for a decade, successively

earning the titles of xiucai and juren. Now poised to journey to the capital for the
imperial examination, he faced a six-month round trip from She County.

e B, SRR XD IETE, i SO “AETER I N
i As” , YA T E AR B R e 00t I RUE R = 7 B S B RS
50 HACON T EME GO AR RAE A T8 s 2 B RAIANA ISR, 7
MR RERIE A D R B s a5, T S WeRE BORR . ZRIATR I, SO
SRR I ) R A M R 1 S A ZE S, TR R A R R R L v SR A
HEEAFE R FT AU ZESR:, SMESU Rl “EE5 ER, A
VRELHE, SUSERE BR. RE, (ERESCT, BRI <R M
R, TMRMER HEES L SIiERR,  “burned the midnight oil 7, 5T & &
REAT B, IR A AAEBLEVRIG, TR SRS B “midnight”
XERL SR RN A, “bum” XERL “# MIRHERE, LS
AR CHER T TARIE KIS N IRIE AR — B, HAERRIE 1R “E IR iR
Wk, BT OREEIR WEIEER, BTG ECES. BEE AR EOCEAR
SCAZERIRTHE N, B I ORI DU % B ST iR, AR ORI B2 1 3%
SR TR, AERECE LS 5 PR

o=

% 2
JiC: RRIESHEHRATIXANENE K RESAN], Hr e fE. “REIER—
et 7, IRART AL, I ERiEnr. ”
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#]PE: Looking at this sobbing grown man in front of him, Wu Rongyun hurried

to comfort him: “I’ll give you another shipload of tea. You can restart your business

again. Why resort to such extremes?”

Hti¥: Looking at this sobbing grown man in front of him, Wu Rongyun hurried
to comfort him: “I’ll give you another shipload of tea. You can certainly make a
comeback. Why resort to such extremes?”

GEHT s ESCARTE AL 22T 7 AR SL B R D 1 SR M R 5 v R B kB A VL B
M= A T A ISk, AR R RIZ Z R RIE B . “ AR ILFER” AR T (G
5« Whede) , PERAR AR T 2 . W Rk AR L, SRR L
BuG G, JFHAEWE, B AATRR I LA “ R R o ERkEA
PU4% 2 FH ALLIT RIS, B FRIE, B & BT K5 5 SRk = 1 Ar
It OL. B i TR SCAR IR S, ARIETDREXT 30, B FEH, BIRRLER
B 5 S RN —8, AR BB R CEEE, 1999: 57).
AE BB AR T A FERR RN AE . X R 047 A NECE R R
i, TS AIICACLRR) A B2, BT REXT S I AURE B EOR B [RIBL, VR AR
KHBE R T71E, MR EPEA “restart your business again” , 5 &K IV
FIBRAENEE, MNT “ZRINFER” L8RS RS A R S, EF
&I, 7E The Free Dictionary #', >Ji& “make a comeback ” ff] 5 SCARFE A2 “to return
to one’s former (successful) career” , SR SCARM N IRIEA—I, FIICIRFEETEFE
T SEE T SITERR, AU EALE T S SO S, BRI ERT K
SR, HFFESERRER RIE IR .

%1 3
JRSC: XN NENEZZZM O, REMNE TR, KET .

¥ Among these merchants, some of whom earned a living, while others were

excessively wealthy with assets worth millions.

oAPE Among these merchants, some of whom lived from hand to mouth, while

others were excessively wealthy with assets worth millions.

ot PWSCAH — D xHB AL TIEARRE AR AT Hod “IR50M 07
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) B HrT LUB SRS RS IRATE 10 (AR, HE ORI g RF R N4
FEFRNARNL T o 1% DU = I AE S A 00 T S e 5 8008 78 3 iAo 19 50T IR A Ak
Bio BT DU AR 0 5 B RS B 7 B 2 IR L, e 7E
TR AR AN e RV R A0 DR — P & e el ) — P, IE BRI PR SC
WA S HEA BB ER . BE YRR R BB 20, KRR “earn a living”,
BARE S BRI, (HAH LI SCA “IRaOM 7 g & 0 “ amge Ry AR i 1
B, JLRIEMRE RO BATE A, B 5 ST I A o R R A ) R v
M SO AR T 1 St s i — A 2J 1R R, Bl “live from hand to mouth” , AMY
HPNRE “FRFM 7 MREFEA—E W HWBE —EHREE, L3k 5
RR 7RO AT BRI G, ARSI IR s[RI, XM ) TR
RIRREW AL RSO RBE,  SERF A 9008 B 5 U R RE S5

3.1.2 FHFFERR, UEERLEX

X RS SR TR BRI VY54, B8R 5 S DU 7 b e s 5
LR, BRI OE LB 5, IXAERE S B0 e A4, i
ANFEALARAT 38 i 2 5% 0 e il B SR AESRAHE W 35 S, AT 5 5 S AR AN 5 )
5, SCOUSEAERS . SEIRBAIAZH, 55— i, SREBGXRh A GENS i O/ 1 SCAE H s
W AR R AT, I RO AR 1 RS S B 2 IR R A RIS, A5
BESCHERG SN B ARHER H AR E S ML 2.

5 4

JEC: A4 FL AR A SR TSR IS R DU, R RS R L PR T,
AR, SRR AR, AR E O R !

¥ Thinking of those victims suffered from hunger he saw in the street today,

who was as thin as a rail, Mr. Xu felt a surge of injustice and compassion. He

absolutely could not do such a thing, it would betray his conscience.
24 i¥: Thinking of those emaciated victims suffered from hunger he saw in the
street today, Mr. Xu felt a surge of injustice and compassion. He absolutely could not

do such a thing, it would betray his conscience.



R RER 2 2 18 3

Gt B4 rh, SVEEEIE, M7 £ CRPESE” RIEER TR B
AR, IR, IRAE FZ DY A R AR R A LR 2 B e E S s
RE A ISR, WIS . PEETEVI VRN, IEBEOR B IR SOA I By = 3
F B I — AN HE B R0, BI)RET “as thin as a rail” , SKFRIE “AbEE UnLe”
(R SCA PR R I s T i R A 4 2 ) 1 S 9595 17] B ( Cambridge Dictionary ),
B A T % AR IR “to be very thin” , IXANEIE BARAEWSALIA K
PR, (HEE R R anse” b “RE” 15, BIEHHYUR S 801 Sk
W&, MU, EFTE. L. SEEFNER. MRl EB N EES
JET, TET BAEN A, RS0, BRARAEN IR R SO AR A I SR —
) (ES, 2019: 164) o G, ooy, JEaft s T AN SR, HE
KABFEN#FEST N, MR “emaciated”  (very thin and weak, usually
because of illness or extreme hunger) HALIE JF A1) “AEEULE” MO E X,
TRE T YU P B MRS A 21 5, SRS S SO TE SR UL iR

%1 5
JZC: S SE, BRI, TS HEMYE, IAAE, °liE K

e

#]7%: He ran his business with integrity, treating both young and old fairly, so his

shop’s business flourished and endured, demonstrating that “Heavenly principles are

clear and distinct”.

1% He ran his business with integrity, treating both young and old fairly, so his
shop’s business flourished and endured, demonstrating that “Virtue is truly rewarded”.

It PESCA I RS CORBEIEES [ AL T LB I ) oA TE 44 B 2% R
(BE=) , BIRKRIES ABEKERMZE, BB, ¥% 81T DeepSeck
FHE R, ZVFAEEH MO RIS, MBI o, I ARIERIE R 2
1R, PLRE BRI/ . SRIEINN, AEMTIE F RIE M N EH#R AT LOE I o)
—MEFARIE, T F NSO TR B AZ b n] DL T R R A T ORI EA R S
T AANTE LAERIR ST ART, FEBIREDOE DY A% I, 20 S BRI &5 LT
FEANATRERT, RO DY 5l 5 A2 2 SCAL R 2o B DY A B2 B B B
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AFERTRE S AR SRR, 5e 4@ Peckid ik, HA KRSk

PEHTEVI R R B, AR 7 iR, Sk g b R8s, T AME
[ 7 25 ) B A 3 R DS 5 B, AN INSOR6E . SOR R TR S AR
%, BN “virtue is truly rewarded” , ARG, RiXT “BEHEWR” MWEL,
5 CREME®” RIEMZOE SUHYIE, B “EBRAHR" , MLEECEH,
R BRHEAEBEANFREE, —HWESE, B ERNER I EEE N

— bR, IXRERH R AR AR SO BT R IA A% 0 3 3

1 6

JESC: MK NG BRI T IR I ? A — SR SRR B A
AR BURT M

#] ¥ : So, for these businessmen, how they accumulated such considerable
wealth? Here is a story as followed, telling that a Hui merchant called Wu Qilin

accumulated a great fortune by by “borrowing a chicken to lay eggs”.

B 7% . So, for these businessmen, how they accumulated such considerable
wealth? Here is a story as followed, telling that a Hui merchant called Wu Qilin
created and accumulated a great fortune by using other people’s resources.

Grtfre WEOUAR) “fER4 R NFHEME, & “MEkiANNY, RE4T
MXSEIHE MR, SRR R EE, KoyE SRR . &P
WREARAED), TRRMRI 120 RIS m @ L B Wk E R, &
BEORER “X97 A “R” MR R, XTCEELNE S I R s 4, i ok & 7

XN RS, RIEESGEE, AR AR BB, R R RK
BV A =, A TR RN 3R, KB “created and accumulated a
great fortune by using other people’s resources” , XFEAMMUAREE T JHSCHIAEHE, &
A SCE NG B ARE 5 SO RITESE, 5146, BLAHE “RRERET-&7 i ik
177 IR, (R CRIE R .

1 7
JRSC: fE AR FHERA A T S, R A T, X a2 E

10
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AR T
PE3L: The stories of officials of yamen (local government office) abusing their

power to exploit the common folk were no secret to Mr. Xu, but this time, he

experienced it firsthand.

GINT: PR SCASTE BEAL AR R T T 224 TR B SR BURLHIE « SO AR,
HHOE AR SRR A EE” HE a3 fhkgg) “T
RRARK, SRLK, BREE, URHK. 7 efmrmEEs. “Eira
MPEf, W—FHMERFE. 7 G E S ERE. WEEE. BT P mis
BAE R R, ERTEIELEPOE DY AR I, PR AT AE DL B 5 J5 S0 58 40
MIRIE . MEIXMIEDL N, PR G “ B CEORHRTE” SR, 7E 785328 & 5 SUAE
i BRSO AR 1 2R b, R R 0 AR 1R SR AN 705 o AR %
BRRH IR R I, AL PR P JE DO DY A% 1 I S, RIGmiE S, P “m”
W7 RS, BRI X, A “exploit the common folk” , IXFEAY
Al T AR R, SERRAR T DS B, it T A B G B e G ¥
Hod AR, BT DU RO .

1 8
JRSC: S X ER, MESNIXAEERESR, FTUERRE L T Y%
(ARMNKEIRHBIAE) , FHh RIEMORE, [FR 5755 N & 2.

PE 3 : As the saying goes, “be thrifty at home but generous on the road,”

especially for such an important imperial examination. Therefore, the elder master
provided them adequate funds to support their daily expenses on the way (about twice
the cost of the round trip), and entrusted them to Wu Qilin for safekeeping.

Gy B 8 HIESUARIIR T2 RN T D R R B X % —H 0. 1
b “TIKERR” TRy CEE B, I E R, RENE
— VA2 S T NAE AR TSR B R BRI LA, BESR VA 1 S BE N SRRE T A6
M, DAgEFRpATF IR E S KA AR HAE M TIESN, BT e 70 &, 150
SRR B TP AR AN 2 75 BRI (IR 5 22 4 . 2% J8 2 H M LR I8 DY
RIS N TR, IR T “957 M “8B7 FER, EHRFECES R

11



LRI R A A 183

Ui & SCHAEA b, S AT =, BB HZOE L, BN “be thrifty at
home but generous on the road” , it “thrifty” A1 “generous” HIXfLL, &M
RKiET “FHHRrEH” WER, WEAREE T RNAAFRKRXS 7. XA,
RE M 36 H0 32 2 DRl o = SCAG TS S5 AN R0 iR S b 2 0 ) g s ST 32 B AR A, 2
GG AR HIEEE, WA 5 E.

3.2 fuKABE—URENRE

DUBKA], RSN BRI — R E ), B SRR fABRSHRe
]G5 RIAA L, AME B R AR OCHRE, 24 FEEE B I 5 H IS A B R A,
FABF/NE LB (Eo0®. BEHK, 2016: 17) o /KA Z Rl L)
AEBEIAGR, TEROE ST RIAN AR Bl H 2SR sEEd R, WA
HH S AP BB R 2 i R S5 ), T Sl — R A BN (1 B AR Tk R I A 1 K
Jeid # . VESCAR H— iR m R, Hi s TR Z KA, X — R PSS
FRAMIE S B A AR E R, Bk, i O TR R IER . RiXERH
PREESC, MEEREF &R 2 IOC R, RIADUER S G ERR, JEI DG DUE
W “BE” HBUNTHER “TBE7 , RoPESEEm— KA.

3.2.1 MR, SMEREEE

VS SCAAAAE — Lo i) SN T B R K ), ) 5 ) 2 Tl = B Y A m], 4R
I TR L B AR AT RUR , I8 I8 B BE F AR 4 . B IE R LA =
MZER: DOUEERS, )7 ZEEEATRZECRKRE R, JriE TP
MR« MEEER S, A5aZAAAEESHES EARHSE S (TR,
2004: 34) o FHEELFEEIMRE SR IE S F 5 — R E S LR SRR,
EAFE B RN IE A BEARIR Y, o R B AL AT A A R S S
TR R, AR A RIE )R L B, B R — MBS A
TR, W] AEAE 2B R R R I R R 2R AR S XIEHIE, 2011: 141).
e AL 3R A G5 K 17 B (R IRT K A IS, R I P 2 PR AR T A BRSPS F
TERIEBHERARRN SR Z R ith, 1R 25 R R 1R 12 1] 1Y) S g

12
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RAFESCR RS ISR, WMH RS EAZ AR, AT & H s
T H B IRIE ST

11 9

BSC TSR, AN RS MO AR A7 1 L BRI LR
WARAERI T R8s, — A, SNE 7, A8 A AT S (I T I

PE3L: However, lost in thought about the ink he had seen at the shop, the scholar

wasn’t paying attention to his path. Consequently, after hearing the plop, he staggered

and fell into the river accidentally.

SN ESCARFR 12 e A ORI FUORAE B OO S vk, AR
BRI, AN KR R R . JEERBUE RS T HAARIE S R4, LR
TERBAER MG B LA . BT I R EE, ERRd R,
PEF N W E AN F M E R, RGBSR, DRAREIE 1
TR B AT I 1 B RE JT I SCAR o B RE B “PUE Rt K A BRI B
R, T OSEE A B Z A K 2 ARSI . DR R i 5 BT
B GBIk, F30m: 2020: 300 7, L, BEHEEFECHIEE T “Consequently”
A “after” PIAMETHEIA .  “Consequently” FISRFEREER, B OARTES S
TABA NG “after” FISRESES I —&E P R AERF, RFFERKAER LGN
JPo XPMAIIG IR, A3 R SO B S i B ¢ RAE BSOS 2 T B A4,
o 7SO AT E AR

10

JFOC: WEFIH S XL ER, LT, MERDFHT AR
T XA K

PE 3 : This trip to the capital for examination held great significance for the
Zheng family, as a successful result would allow the eldest Zheng son to enter civil
service and bring honor to the family.

I PUFE T RIUK AAEAL I8 I 22 (1 73 AR RIE — R FIH R s s A,
X e A) 22 T8 W] REBCA WS A SR Ik HA], (ELAE TR SR B AR . IR IR SR

13
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IG5 “BEEFWE WK EXER” , “HLET7, “BMERDFHA]
AOHMERCE 177, “RRE OSBRI RS a2 AR,
NENBEFRR L T A e B HEA T, ERX YA A IR AR BT, e 2
BUR L B RSN, WRAER . BERGER TIEGES, Mh R TE
FEE. MEHXANS, ArEEREA LN EEER, & NEERS B
FetEEsE. DI, BE NSRS BRI “as” SRR ML LI RIS,
PBEH B S0 S — AN AT IIRRE, RJERE “F5 £ 17 0N “as a successful result”,
F—ANIRIE N F R RT A R I URE RUEE B IR 5 LR IR, “as” K
JE KRN S5 RAF I 45 5ok, (R AT I A EANE DY, EAF GBI E
Y ST 15%

3.2.2 EWAET, IMNEEER

XTSRS G R B AR K A R 0, B AR TR A AR S 1 1R A 2 1]
SKAR YN . BT SO AR SR A 7 AN ], DU R 5 1R 1 2 07 TR AE
BRRZE S BUANEEEMT S, DOER R B AR R IT T a) =, BT
B R REZ R AL, MSEA) TR — R BT W, AR5 maL 6], (&
FAI SN R AR (BR/N4D, 2008: 67) o PUERIKAZ ROCTPATHE
ik, TATEFENKR: BRSO ERERREL, A ENZ .
FED AR AR, REMIEBUR I B 450 1 £ I JZ R A i e e, Horpde
RO IS M R i FE R B (B0%6H6, 2023 27) o R, 7ER
PEX ARG IR ), PR3 75 BEAEHEMR R PR SO0 ) 2 [R18 HR 1 SOORIR I LAl
b, SE DA T AR R, BT @ SEAR O A X EEIR B A L
AN, RN A I NTERCR, L4580, Wik
PESCRERS S TR SL,  XAFE g iRk S 1

%1 11

JRSC: RBWAETEEE R 2 bR, MEKEE
RE—DMHUER A FMAERTE®, #REET, RERKFIR, fERDRKED
R R WIR T LN 7O
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PE: During the Kangxi and Qianlong period of the Qing Dynasty, Wu Qilin
was born into a poor family in Changxi, She County. At a early age, he was employed
as a study companion to the children of a wealthy family, the Zheng family. Due to his

diligence and capability, he was appreciated and valued by his master and was also

taught a few characters while accompanying the young master in his studies.

M PESCARN AT RGBT S 5L E R ], M B T FERE
RRNVRZONAT IRl =FH NS, BEREEAEA 7 REBREEE . X
FEIRGEFIEANV 22 1T o %530 2 8] BR AR B S R DR K], (HEE SGE B, 2 4R T T,
PRI T IR A B RIS i PR 1 S TR B EE R UK ) o #/NE) Z R FIE AE
ESOREG, dia BARTEED, BG4 . A)O R R EIATEEAR GE
TR MFEDT (RE BB , BEHEEHEFERILBML), “AEFRAEFR
FREL R BR 7 20 T R AR, s — AR RS, — R lEN
PCEAS BREACRIE, KO P MBI N “K7” #TE%, RO E
AR R SR R R R BEFR B A @R 1« F 47 AR R 1B B BB e Y, Al
FEEL P BERGIE TR s W h 46 M), 1R SR — A B L X TReH =
Nora), &R “EithEeT, RABARK R WREMFERW KR, FihEE
¥ CEIRBET” HFESRIETE SR PR A IR, I PR A A P O TR
RSy, BN “due to his diligence and capability” ,  [FIN¥ G AN A) &3, R
FIBE M ZFERIEIEOREE T RSB MNBOA T 20, FFARYE S i1 1) S Ay ik
AT 7 E IR, (5 AR INTEN, HERFE AR EE AR .

1l 12

JFC: ABRF AT EN AR IR EL LA AO, i, ZaERF
EcE©@, XA MR HAKRNG, FEITRZOBH, EERERKRO,
HERENARYE 5 2R KRB Zh®, KRS, FOawae, Tt bEFNMER
EH 7©, Bxpe, 8OO, DtiErbm, 5AEE®.

P& 3 : Those familiar with the deceptive practices of merchants would
immediately recognize this as a common trick to cheat customers. Unscrupulous
traders often tampered with steelyards, and one of their common tricks was using a

mercury-filled steelyard. The hollow lever of the steelyard is filled with heavy

15
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mercury, allowing the person in control to manipulate the weight. By tilting the
steelyard to move the mercury, the center of gravity would shift, enabling the operator
to control the measurement at will—making it heavier or lighter as desired. This
deceitful practice was used to shortchange customers and gain unfair advantages.

ot PSR LUK A RE R, @22 107 SURITRUR: W 54
FRRAT L, R RGN P EMRA R, &0 NEREHEE,
e B RUR B . XRS5 (S Bz B8, IRARIEDT, Aahbedl 1 4f
P A K ARASUBRAT B0 3 9 T B FERIERL AR T, BRI 7 9 )\ ANV,
AN ETERAMIE o QR fa IR BEAS NI N T H 5, Al e S 80%
SCESRRAEI A SOETIRIRSS . BRI, PR BB 1 % AR S R, 45
B KA AR R, AT TER . BARTE, AOMA@- SRR
LA, FBT . B RIS R G, HAIA ST TR BB
b, FERAQRMAEHE, FONTEEN, S TN T “HAa” KEEN
%¥: “as a common trick to cheat customers” , MIA4 B ST HOA], GL8R o
QMA@ AN, AJONFMEEIEE L. /G, AJOMAORHE
B—A), HPRON “ HOiaiR” R EE4, JHBE A
FL1E “enabling...to” G 8250 7); AIGOR E B WP ARTERSS: “By tilting
the steelyard to move the mercury” , 1A @M RS EIERIE. &5, #)
@ P MBI PE, FFAS N “This deceptive practice” fENT T, BEREN Tk, X
TRFF T BESCHE DTN B 2R

1 13
JRSC: AU ERBEF AL 2= S B EARQ, FLRBEHRARIN@, FFES

P& : While learning the craft of ink-making from his father from the age of
fourteen, he inherited the family business and assumed responsibility for the shop’s

operation at a early age. Under his leadership, the business of Hu Kaiwen ink shop

continued to flourish .

I PESCARFEIR TR RI R, AR ST SR R B “ kR A7,
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FE| “FFIES” , BUGEHRER “BEREH B o FEOCRESGER, RER
W, FEEDOER/KAIRE R 50 “rr7 REMATE, S5 “W7 R
ik, BT FIEAE BRI ET, HE S E a] DG — BRI T e AT A7
fEo FESCRE AN 6], BEE e @A 0 A, Ma@M )&= ik
168, NEEEEHOMAQE T, BHQBEMILE FIHE, MO
BEARTE, R ARARAE 2 2] i SRR M RN, C& TH AR AR AR S Al 1) T3
fF, SN SRR B AR AN, R R@HEAT AR, RN R TR
“Under his leadership” 1EIRTE, KFIXFEL “TEMBFR” X —REEF B L,
R T SKE A R A SRR AR T TR X FERREAY 3 1 4]
TR Z oM, RS SEEA) T IR IE I

%1 14

JRC: Fok, BTHREO, XBEELETO, RIEMEHRES, LT
—ELTHF@, FTEF=rE KA BTSRRI ERG), FOE RKARH, HAFER
EEEEEE S P ION

PE3L: It turned out that it lacked a crucial step due to the workers’ negligence

when this batch of ink were produced. Because of its failure to operate according to

the regulations, the water-resistant ink produced did not meet the required standards.
With the recent hot weather, the existing problems became apparent.

rfre 14 BIESCARREIR T RIER K SE TOKMEIERR . 267 H2
BRI AR, BEE SR TERT “RIZIERE” DT —ETE ‘W
TR 7 A X EEE R MR Rl 1 AR ¢ RIS, BBk = — AN ) 318
OB IR R RET, BEEELD T &0 AR C R, KinKa)
SRR BA R, ARG HRE B AR I S RIS IR BB, D
B o PG BAEE bR E .. Zdatr, 0. 7O, M. F@fMa)E 2
RS IBRR KR B, FEEHaOFRNEEEM, ERZ0T4). F
=B RS, WE A@e REERE T /KIS R T FEE R . BT 90ERIA
BT EEVA TS, FREEGEENE, RERIOETAE, IREa0O. )
QMA@ HATE R, KA@OFNF BN, /FARMKNET: MO FELSEH
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T BERPIRIE 5y, FEIRIIORERIA “due to” DARFFIE XE T A H R
By, SRAOMTER: &, BERAO@RIMEIE, IR “RIDRRM
KBS BAC B ORI, DA IR B SCETIEMW . B B,

3.3 DB REABFE—AERIES X

FHEA R I & FR 72 H 8 A2 i v A I 5 T 20, 3 W AN I A (R 1R R
FARRIE, WIER S, SRR TR T AE B AR RS R s
ML A E R . SRS R . HHEGE B RIBE MO E
SRR E W, R SRR 5, SRUIAEZ), LA SRR . AT RTEE S W
PEEEFIYE, B R IEAESCEME S R 5B 2 (0 B B EAES Y, AEAS4E
SIS A g, S5 T R ZATERZ A S Z . BN, RIS
e B HARE DU F AR 7 N E RSB B, B e =830, S5 2 XU (Nida,
1964: 12) o TESCAAE B RE P, 18 5 KU (K42 1 A I — AN 1) A
B E KR BIBEE B EASOR . THE LRI RN SO I B
M, BERAGEANESI AL . BHIEE TR BRI EAR SRS S B, DA
HARE & 1 SCACHRE SURNSZ A 4552 I 158, 4 e s b 5 ST B A XUt 3F
fE HARE S PR B G I 5 e R, AR B RIAIIE 5 RS, 04
THEXCH B E R R EE . WA EIRZ LIRS, Xk, #E KM T A
P 0 3 SRS

3.3.1 EHHAR, BFESRE

VRSO AL — 58 F R RMETE - IE I R G, A TAS L, 15 S RIE
EVEE A, EE 5. RERR LR TR, (HIHFRET7 RE A 52
(RIS 1) R o IR BRI RAE DB AL R P F 20 WL, TR AR 1% IR (R ik 5 55
VB IR PR T o 2 A R SO R, SRR B SR I DR S 1 AR
SR R EAMUEF AT T4, BIETFEANVEAU: WR SRR R H
KIEPPIRIAE, MARLKRIETN, ARG RS FRLE (EHE,
1992: 64) . [, FERHEEIESCAR IR LLFRR A, Oy 7R BSOS IR SCAE TR
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5 R B DR — 20 B R 1 B R S SR, AHER A8 SRR SN

%1 15
JASC: G E L, WAEERL T EEHE “£”7 M “H”, FHiEAREN.

#] ¥ : It’s like marrying off a daughter--there is no such thing as writing

‘beautiful’ and ‘ugly’ on the bridal veil and then asking someone to marry her.

B ¥ It’s like marrying off a daughter--who in their right mind would write

‘beautiful’ or ‘ugly’ on the bridal veil and then ask someone to pick her based on that?

GIMT e PESUAE — AL, (F B SR AE LU g B L, PP« 587 F e 1
SRR RL “CHAE” R CBREET, BiRAR B RE . R, BRI AR R
B AHEER S JEX AN, (EE IR TR BRI O S S,
FRIE T XD IR B AFIBRAS 0 TR L 0 SO A o A AT A i P i 2 i 2
(), BRI SE R B RR IR R A, WM SBUBE K. MR, R
BRABIAE— DS, nf AR BRA IR, MM BE 2 S Mol R sE th o Ak
Xy B/ 2R SR AN BRI A RS 43 A5 32, BRI DAy B T A s PR AR 5% o 2 () 8 T
KRB PSCARTER) X FRFRIA ), SR SRS SR A TR UR 0 =k,
BRI PR TR . AEEHE . M, R TR, BB
s ABETE A3 R SO R A RRRN s [ S BN IER, BZ DB LR
%, 5ESCREATF . ZRIEIThEEX SIS0, BESCRAE B PR E A sl RS
FHFEI TR . RSB, Bl R M A) s “who in their right mind would...” ,
DI T R SO IRRINE s e SZ B R B B DA H AR S AL, ERRE S
R E VBRSO S B sk g, WA b AR RS (gEkTh) L B
HIR L% T “pick her based on that” , AMYLRE T XHE S, O HiriE T
5 0y PR S SCI AR R 1, W S I R KU, 51 AR

1l 16
JRSC: Az AR 17, BIIARINIA R R 4 fr, I8F A0 IE e «
#]i¥: He had lost his mind from choking on water. He just barely escaped with

his life, and yet he’s still thinking of killing himself.
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24 i¥: He can’t have been addled by the water, can he? He just barely escaped
with his life, and now he’s trying to throw it all away again?
ST VESCAREIR T RS R OEES), MhiF AR SR TR, SR AN
bR, AR AR K BBk, RREEBIBERAM. A AR CHIL.---”
“agKnE R 17 AR SR R POE DHEERIE, B T EANRREIE R HAT NI
ARG ST& . H AR TP RUESEFEIFE t, BT R 3 ELR S e
ReIE 5 RS B H AR E S RA R, MEE BRI, M2 Ui B ke
115 B 5 R SCEE AT RIS B NS . TEIES ERRIEATEA b, ZEHBESR
FHRER B SE . HER. SR, BEE IR DURARIE VAR, X TR AR O
(RIS AT R ko T AR DO R R B A 3, R R RO ) ), A
7 “can’t have been..., can he?” IX— & [ A) =, REFHIILIE T R “iZ AR - 7
HITE, M998 1A IANANE E RO R IR ER2: B “IE AL ITEWE” FERL T “now he’s
trying to throw it all away again?” i Bk f) i ia] 5 2 Rk 7 — M s a) 118
T ROERBESCR IR ARSI . FK, EEBAEH 7
“addled by the water” F5FIEZUKIE, BT JF SCHY S XU

3.3.2 THFESE, BaEmEF

DUFH AR THE A RIEH W& R At , X8 b A CCE A 5y il
B, IR RS R F, CEAMEEE 8 B BT R R
Thae 3 SCRIE R AR AN ——ILZ R « 2K i(Katharina Reiss) W\, #iF
VRN — R EBE AT N, B A5 B B “hrit” (K7 34T B
B, TR =R HUE 24 R R 2 S LUA B SCR e H I (BRI, 20080 35)
Rk, oy VIR IESC L AR S, S AR 3 SR SO FHE AL XURG, PR IR R
PR 208, e T IR RE, R MR el e R St s 3, A
ISP ASE AT 5 B 1 B Rk S B

%1 17
JRSC: A AR A A SR AU Bk, RN Bk T, Ehk HAth
EREABRBRARDUAERE, SSEAREREE 5.
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#]PE: Sadly, his dad’s business mind is mediocre—he was just a middleman

dealer in the tea trade. Compared to those Hui merchants who could play around with

silver bricks like building blocks at home, he was far from being wealthy.

£gP%: Sadly, his dad wasn’t exactly a business genius—he was just a middleman

dealer in the tea trade. Compared to those Hui merchants who were rolling in so much

cash they could stack silver bricks like toys at home, he was far from being wealthy.

M PESCARHIR T RSB IAE, MIELH TR —8, (LURANFRI
B, HHARE A B, FEIFAA S SRR T i S Y
FILLIT, Flan kI C IR “EARBRAIL” &, XU
R CHEAR RIS, T 7 SORIRIE R CHEXRG. Hrb,  “SAMIERAIL X
BN “FKEMHEA, AMSRATTLRBIAR” , AZhiEs TR =GR,
FEVTEERS, BEK “ZAMRBRARDL” BN “could play around with silver bricks
building blocks” , {H &I IX AP %% AT 6800 A0 E g A 4H . BRI, 7EeL
P, FEEH TIFERIEIE “rolling in so much cash” , RIfEE T JH
[R5 TR AN BRI . X — SHEAUE St 1B s AR, BORE 1 E S0
GRS R FATE S R, PEEIREA T “stack silver bricks like toys” iX—Lt
Wy, BE—L A T SO AR I, A AR B BRI w2 2, 1
AR 2 3] DU B B — B R Y o 3 F 4 25 5 sCREI8E G 1 BB mT R ke 1 S04k
BRI, S S e LA S TR AN LU, AR SCRE N E SR, I S S 1Y
Bl >t thAh, BEEAEDGEPOR “SRI-FF” A “business mind is mediocre”
UM “wasn’t exactly a business genius” , X — ¥ N iEL, HAE BRHAHE
ek, HESCHREREMR G FEChi “Skisr-r” e X,
ARV, — PRI, #E % Tl TR E A A X AL R
F AR ER T E OB IR R, I PR SO A& 918 T R IE S 10t

118

JFSC: QR MR ZERAE 7 ARFTRE, SO I A Z AT T BAAE R
RIS Z 0, JBORI D4y, iR [AF e [k,

#]1%:: If the steelyard was made by him according to their request, the officials in

charge could take more when collecting grain and give less when distributing it. They
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could make a considerable profit in the process.

£fi%: If he actually made the steelyard as they required, the officials in charge
could take more when collecting grain and give less when distributing it. In this way,
they could line their pockets in the process.

TP VRSO ) 5N 2 LIS Z R AR E A AN EE T RO L& AT,
XA OEEEI S . PO CZH . “baT o “Hie TR il
ik, WHI H X, BA IR, “Fi2 THK” X—BRagttmr, 4
st 7 SR AN IE 2 P BERBA m (AT . B8 AR, ARREIRE L
Wy, AIOGIEHEAT BEH EU M R S, PR R L PR “ make a considerable
profit” , EIRILAE SCIEM, ERRBRHXT A, REERK T HELRIER
WREAT R . PEH AT H AN, R 0F Oy “line their pockets” , X A&t
HI9ETE >3, SIS R “A TR DA B, SbRE SO B A ST
BB AR a7, At T OCHE R R EAAEE” o X ) TR B R S
R 1K AR S Ee s SO B KA AR 4 T SR R, ANMUE R
2 1 A B A I 2 T BERBUN 28 AT, 385 — € R LT & 30, IR 1Ak
IR TAENENG 55 IR RGO R G . [FN, B8 1 % “In this way ”
VELE, (A F A, 606l FHBpRIE S5 X R b2 77 AR BE
T IESCH TR KRS, I I e R DL IR AT B AR, A RS s H
i 0 1 52 T 158

3.3.3 MRAEESHE, PoREER

PRI TR 2 NI O ENE SIS, SRR @i S = AR —
NFRISEF A, R A A Lok A BRI K, 1 F 38R, WAL 2 B,
RAFARH BRI SE . X AR IA Ty AL Re g i H R A (R O AR, TR
N X, B R M EL% 51 1R B AR % SR B R S, /2B T
JFURFRIE MRS B, IR ESCHNRR, DAERI e B, (3 SCAE s XU B
HA 5 R SRS RIS G BRESIEAE ST AT o n] LS R A% 1K
TSR AG = ARG R, BN E IR 1 Uil N B DTS R RIS o AR A
K, WARMEZESNE, e R “FFEI KRG MEEE IR,
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WL E RS, F o i S RS NE R, A Rk I B T .

1 19

JESC: ARITHAT W, RIAMB A, ARMER KW T B — Wit Remgis— i,
HARER)D T, BRI R A e R AN K T .

#]1%: The staff in the shop heard it and thought, isn’t that dumb? Customers who
were originally planning to buy two jin now hear they can get an extra jin of tea for
free, so they naturally buy less. Then they’ll have even less of a bonus at the end of
the year.

£{i%: The staff in the shop heard it and thought, “Isn’t that, like, totally dumb?
Customers were planning to buy two jin, but now they hear they can get an extra jin
of tea for free, so they’ll naturally buy less. Then, well, we’ll end up with even less of
a bonus at the end of the year”.

TP PO IR 1 25 BAK AT TR T S B BOR UK — Fr ik — T R 28 2
JE IO, RO BRI IR GRS, RIS T 2 RAT 9
J BEATNS 5 SR AR, XA GO BE B S B AL T S RIS EACE EHE R
PEE AR, VIR AR R AR S1E, BEAMN BRI EREE K, (8
56 7RI, fERMEGIES,  CPEAT IR R “we” , Bl BB
BIAFRIBAA, i SBOE AN B PR IE N “they” , Jai
ITRESCHARIN I, ] “they” MRTHIFRAUBIZ ) “they” HE, HaFHIR
ANHH, 3RS X, BB SCASH “The guys of the shop heard it and thought, ” F1“isn’t
that dumb?” Z A& TAE, DR AEBEAT 2 MR, B 7 XTIk
FHE XU AR . R, BB BBl R RT3 T, K B AR T S 2
WAL E, FECCEh By B g1, ATREE R E AT “rEA1” 3 “we”
AL B OR B “PEA]” BTARIA ISR U, Pk 5 2 AR BE S, 1y H.35 i X
oy T BUA I E I SRR 73, ARIE 1 SO AR AN RE IR, ORE TR
SCAH TR RS, AR INAE SN SE . F35h, PR KA i E 15 A A
CCPERL T RTER), JEHEEE T “but” “well” XFEMIRIR, HRFGHIE BRI
HIHFALE o
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JFSC: REIE 0 BB , R E & /N EERUN X TR B SR 355 %,
SKAERAS T LAk BEURZREE AT, IAERUN ST, 1% 140 =i
%, LB RN, WA A TH T .

#]3%: Wu Rong Yun thought in his heart: carrying these little baskets back and
forth around the Huizhou region just to buy and sell tea isn’t making much money.
If his dad can set up a shop in the capital while he’ll supply the tea from Huizhou.
They can focus on the high-end tea, targeting rich people. Maybe that’s where the real
big profits are.

£{%: Wu Rongyun thought in his heart, “We’re just carrying these little baskets
around Huizhou, buying and selling tea, but we’re not making much money. If dad
could open a shop in the capital, and I could supply him from Huizhou, focusing on
high-end tea, selling to those wealthy folks, maybe then we could really strike it rich.”

SR VESCARER T RS RARIZ 0BRSS, IR S H AT BN EI S et
H 77 RS AR, TORARAR S 7 —ASErit &) 1RSSR 0T s, B CAEBUN 7
T, R T R T, DUHORIBCE BN, AT S SE KRR . I
MARERATIXBAt G, R B2 50 = AFRFM IR + 55— AR R iy 520, 3
OCRSERAEISE LT L AN TR AN XRREIRRE F RIE, AT
T B RRS  EE AN R R R 51, JF A AR, JEIR AR
WA SBT3 = AR R, SBORCRE TR e, tich 1%
38 RSO B B AR IE XM o PRI, EAZPRBl IR ERIR TR 2 T, N T HERRI R
LA 2 B B B SR 0y, 3 25 R AE B TP DR B IR S B TR R IB M o 1
SOk, FEE A B SIEACE RS, PR ERE L IESCRTRIARR, LR
— NIRRT RO R T BN OETES N A, R, B e o 2 48 fi
R, RIS, R R I, AR ER, Refg AL
I JE ST B AT I
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B RS 5 S BAE R IR SR B R R ) — AT I S, EEE AT
RILE ORI AR AL, XF B QR8I SCAH EIRAR T . 18 il kg f2
AGER, T LRI — LA L Z AL AN EE L )7, XA B 58 38 B E I
e, FERAGREIE, RSN S RENBIE. WA B, REBRLESHD
ZIE ML, MEREE RS AW R, FEaisRAs. UL, BT AR RS R 5 A7
FELL R 8

4.1 FEURERI

P J5 A B ORI SO R AR T IR D B AEAR IR SC kR, R E A SE Ik
PR Ja AT 1 2R RS, B R R TR 5 RIE R . ST SRE N AT
IREHEETITE . B A% USR5 MRS I OR B

B, WX SCRIAT TP A, TREA PR ATERENR . PR
REES RAT S A RIS DL X B Bei) B s 2 T BREEANTE 5 HHR, VJa 4t
IR B AT T M S 1 B A

RJE, AER RN A HER IR Al b, B DX B GEATIT S, B ORI SCR
W E AR BEERFHIIEE S KUK IR B, AE1ESCHIE 5 KSR & B s iE 5 IRE
S5 S A AT S SRR . 1K — B BU H bR 2 L SCAMNAER
iy Bk A .

[FIy, BEE AR HARE F SO FOMESCHEAT & 2 8, DL ORI SCHE
Hbrie P RE e PR B AR o X — DR B SO 22 e O BBUR PR A& Mg,
BECAEAR RS BRI, RS B F AR 1 S A B

B, RN ERE R G, B8RSR A AT [ 2 J I B4 3t
— D IE R AT FIRACTANE T 87T, XHESCRIPN R RIEAERTE LK
RIBT MEBAT B A I o I I ARATH S BT, B 0 13 ST 1
Z U TANE, DA DR SCAEAERAVE . A A AT et J7 1T 3 5 e b v
SRJE FERRIR R IO EA b, Bt DR SCREATIT I, ORI S0
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BRSPS HE S R R A B KRB 35 O IA ST, 6 2 T 4 2 ST A
ik [N, PR E AR BSOS RSO (98 S TR, DA%
7E bS8 B Wl L A AR

4.2 LASHER

AR SE SRR T, BEERZIE S IR AR E S I, B —H
PSS AZ i S F IS . B I RSE R, B AT T H QIR S RET, X
BHREMA T 55 LSRR 1 IR I B

B5E, BEHRTE TIES 7). OORM — RR R, 15 RE LEn o,
B G, U TR XS, XK BT E IS 5 4R, ANk
. AR ELUGEIEE. AR ES, B AMERE. %5717
A, JIRFEBERMYIRIL T X X it BEEAMNEE TRILERE, X
IR TR 5 2B T IR IR

Hgk, BEENESR T AR PR Loy h AR G A TR, IR
WIRRFE TR BIEAADGRTE SRS, TR MR, IXERF
B BN RVE SO 22 5 0] 1R 5 AR o i, J S0 R e SR E RIBAE B
PRVE 5 AT RESCA BN N TRV, XNt 7 08 5 R A R R AR A iR SR R

FH

i, BEBRR T EE RRFH RSO 25 AR R ORI AR
PR LR B SR ZIVR 2 BRSSO AR RS 1, DU AE R b 7 2R 1 5%
TEREE o AFHRSORAMEE N A IALIE, i s L. DL IE
B. Bk, AREERES, EHGAATIRE L RIS PR I R 1 T
N, JRAEE ST ESCE AR A RN, AR RSO EA T AT AT T

43 PR EHG#H

o, BER SO R BB R . fERPRL R, W th T H AR
S T AN, RIS I8 0 B AR LS SR I,
SRSV A 5T R B SCHO IR . I, o DU B e 2
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ANEA, om0 7RSI . I, 1 R RS bR SO AR R 32 RE
71, FRAFIEFER RIS AETS, . SR BRSSO IR
HoR. [N, 2 PSRl e s, 3t NRIRIETT e

w o, VEF I T B RE /A R ERIIESEEcrh, B A oyl T
SERMAED 1 2 AN TR L, SECRAIEZ20m. 86
BEE R EAF T R PR R SRR, e A BRI TR TR, 3 e RN
REEEA S [RI, AT DAL 7 B AN g R SRR v o2 S R

FEA IR SR AR o, BB TR ZI VR = BRI B2 — TR A iy 40 250 AR,
RS AL S RET) B WSO RR DL K R BRI R SRS LR SRR
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R—: RIBERETELIAR

FF5 H3C FEXX
1 (35 study companion
2 = 5 Cang Pei Shi Ink
3 S} S Changxi
4 FRA% Aged Tea
5 WERE, RENLE honest management, quality first
6 WIS ZE Old Faithful Shop
7 FEA7 Cheng Liming
8 FTHR drilling holes
9 HuER 28 Earth Ink
calibrating the measurement
10 e
marks
11 TIEWRT middleman dealer
12 A the steelyard
13 FRLFE dishonest steelyard
14 HHIT S Hu Kaiwen
15 HAFF S AR )5 Hu Kaiwen’s ink shop
16 HH AR Hu Yude
17 2RE the Empress Dowager
18 (5G] Hui merchant
19 e Huizhou
20 s T —th destroying the ink in a pond
21 253 the metropolitan examination
22 & B PR metal counterweight
23 S=ai] Shanxi merchants
24 U the capital
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DA7:S'E

25 2PN juren
open the granaries to distribute
26 TFeHo |
grain
. o~ open a special imperial
examination
28 S RESE TATY the imperial examination
29 S ink pond
30 SRAE ink stick
31 Y ink mould
32 FiA nanmu
33 =N benevolent person
34 IR young master
35 AE She County
scholars, farmers, artisans, and
36 AR T
merchants
37 +-af gentry
38 HHMERT several hundred taels of silver
39 AFA private school
40 KEZH the Supreme Lord Lao
41 s lifting cord
42 i Sk copper head
43 R JE B Wau Qilin
44 Rk Wu Rongyun
45 BTk calibrating weights
write characters and compose
46 GRS
couplets
47 N Xiuning city
48 HA xiucai
49 ] yamen (local government
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office)
50 KA AR water-resistant ink
. provide disaster relief and
51 W 5 57 24

assistance to the poor
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PR = X EECHER

Source Text

Target Text

“BBT " WX

“Destroying the Ink in a Pond”

—— Hu Kaiwen

TR¥CHRENR, AANERA, A
AL, BN RELE B, )
I F& H I AT AR, — I AK
BEXF LI, — Gk, ULk
MR XERR, fhiEemRTim, WriE
X LA EATE SC SRS BT AR, TR
FERPIREZ AEA I . 53
TATACE RN KA XS B L k1G]
DU e A R 2 SR aE, T A
X, B 10, T AEHE A
W—N o WAIFSCER)E 2 SHR N R
T, Al S5 F A AR e 3 Y _ESfebt ke
A R, A AR B T AR LT R A
F b, AU TG R A 52 5
FRUeH%EZ, BMiEMEERBERE
REE, HnbEwisiEsTay, M
SRNE R CmITE A, BT, I SCER R
FERTIANTANAR, 2R ERES
AT ] 1 )E k.

In the Qian-Jia period of the Qing
Dynasty, a wandering scholar, who was
described as dressing in ragged clothes
and carrying a worn-out earthen cloth
knapsack with a broken umbrella with
exposed ribs under his armpit, made a
living by helping people write
characters and compose couplets while
seeking knowledge and wandering
around. One summer, he passed through
Xiuning city and heard that a new kind
of ink had been developed in Hu
Kaiwen’s ink shop. It was said that this
ink did not dissolve or fade no matter
how long it was soaked in water. Those
who wrote articles for a living all had
some affection for ink, especially this
scholar who was obsessed with the ink.
Therefore, upon hearing of the rare and
valuable ink, he was eager to see it and
hastened to enter the city. The ink shop

was opened by Hu Tianzhu, a native of

Jixi. The ink-making material he chose
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was authentic, superior, and of high
quality. Currently managed by his son
Hu Yude, the ink shop not only refined
the manufacturing process to produce
the ink, but also developed a variety of
ink products, striving for the best to
design the shape and pattern of the
products. Due to his good management,
Hu Kaiwen’ s ink shop has been known
for a long time. Therefore, it was
relatively simple for the man to

ascertain the shop’s address.

A S A DU R T SR, i
vistal ZCIE NIV ESE S P Y SRS
B AL BERSE, GEEH
o BRI, B e X, R
B, g Wik, RIRH
e RIS . R TRK A
VAT 1 S5 R BE R H AR, 155
EAEEARET. HTAGRY. ‘A
BEH, MBI ARLHE. 7 XS
NP A S R, AR IEAC BER R
MR RTE, EE, B34t
s AREZE. T2, hZ2ANHEM
& BRI =R, R TRT
BF JUBEIX s o I 525G 2R /N0 BB CRS
SYERL, REMIEE A SR AR
MR E, 2RJa XRES E, eI
KEHIEEHCHE. EANER, X

Upon entering the ink shop, the
man was immediately drawn to the
various types of ink, which emitted a
distinctive scent. The ink here is
distinguished by its unique shapes,
exquisite patterns, ebony black hues,
and strong aroma. He proceeded to
smell and touch the ink, and found that
it was exactly a high-quality ink through
knocking on it. The fabled ink looked
quite outstanding, so he was passionate
with it. As the adage goes, “A person in
possession of the precious ink is as
fortunate as a renowned general in
possession of a fine horse.” For a man
who was infatuated with the ink, it was

of no consequence that he wore tattered
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W R R UbESs, Al e B IR,
HTHE R W, AiXke, WaEn
FHHOH “EI7 WO e g 1.

garments or lived on bread and water,
what mattered most was obtaining the
precious ink. Therefore, he spent all his
money with no hesitation in order to
purchase this particular ink. Then he put
the ink stick into his shabby bundles
slowly after he wrapped it up carefully.
He then proceeded to fasten the ink
stick to his chest, ensuring that it would
be in close proximity to his back. For
someone else, they were probably just
some ink, but for the scholar, they were
undoubtedly valuable

and precious

treasure.  Finally, he delightedly
continued to proceed on his journey,
bearing his most cherished possession

on his back.

ShLr H 2%, HELSAER, wr
AL AR AN, A HAEBDITX
S JE AR VR4 2 U5, SCRFIFT T il
Hr4 N gErh, RIMER AR, ML
SR, LERE, WEmRE T

ST HEE, — AN, fhE—F,

L e
BALRIET Rk, BRI, A
BURILE BRI T 79 fitt

The red sun burned in the sky,
making it unbearably hot outside.
However, the scholar felt very cool and
comfortable because he learnt about a
lot of precious ink and acquired the new
developed ink in the Hu Kaiwen’s ink
shop. So even if they cost all his money,
he also felt quite satisfied. His pace
became much slighter due to delight and

soon he walked to the side of river.

However, lost in thought about the ink

he had seen at the shop, the wandering
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scholar wasn’t paying attention to his

path. Consequently, after hearing the

plop, he staggered and fell into the river

accidentally. Struggling to stand, he was
startled to find the ink spilled all over
his back. His heart sank further when he
realized something worse might be
happening. Hastily, he unloaded his
baggage and opened it to find that most
of the ink sticks had cracked and broken
in water. The

upon being soaked

scholar’s heart sank instantly and
thought, “This is not the water-resistant
ink they promised! They have deceived
me utterly, and now I have spent every
last coin I had!” The more he thought
about it, the more his heart ached with
indignation. He decided to return to Hu
Kaiwen Ink Shop and demand a proper

explanation.

T o S AEAR R SOR B T AT SC R
JE, Ui H O SR A N O EE T
KHE, RE, —EKEH 7. ik
THIRFF X AT RE . 7 se 5 0E B
AR IEE R AR, AR ] ZE Y — A7
JEHRAG B Z N, i 2 T SR 1 26
“AREN HRERR AR, bt

R 5 AL = >

GRS, TR, AT SCER T AR A

Soon, the wandering scholar came
to the ink shop again. He told the
servant of the shop that the ink he had
bought before fell into the river by
accident while crossing the river, and
showed him that the ink dissolved upon
contact with water. However, the
servant insisted that it was impossible.
When  they

were  arguing, a
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FHIGEZAZEH E. ARMES HARS | shrewd-looking man came out of the
AN, WrEAMEAWSIE S, X4 H SR | inside room. He was Hu Yude, who was

EE the second-generation owner of Hu
Kaiwen’s ink shop, and was also the
second son of Hu Tianzhu. While

learning the craft of ink-making from

his father from the age of fourteen, he

inherited the family business and

assumed responsibility for the shop’s

operation at a early age. Under his

leadership, the business of Hu Kaiwen

ink shop continued to flourish. Today he

had come here to check the accounts,
but he decided to go out and see what
happened after hearing some noisy

sound outside.

T T EERR AN, AR Learning about the ins and outs of
R AR XIEAK AL AIRES], H | the situation, Hu Yude felt quite
CYXEEHZY, #HRARNIZAT 4, | puzzled. He had personally participated
AR EAEANE CHEA WS, i |in the development of  this
A O R, AR 23550 1E— | water-resistant ink and thought there
o HIRMEMAE—IRILTE, HE M T | should be no issues. The scholar was
SEHAEWER, TaEm NimoK—7%/K, | increasingly irritated after he heard Hu
B —EE B K AL 888G K, AN | Yude had not admitted the problem with
—WHl, EAFEEEHATE B M. 424 | the quality of ink. And he strongly
KRR K H 2, ARK—2 )L, R | demanded to verify it on the spot. Hu
BB, By, FBEPIIH | Yude also wanted to seek the truth, so
KR, AR NI, HRIKE | he agreed to the scholar’s request. He

iy e i e S AR E R, JF DL AR {E 52 5% | ordered someone to bring a basin of
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water and placed a block of
water-resistant ink into it. Then
everyone huddled together, staring

intently at the ink in the basin. As a
result, to his surprise, the ink stick
began to crack after a while with the
color of the ink dissolving in water,
which amazed the surrounding servants.
Based on the truth he saw, he solemnly
apologized to the vagabond and then
compensated the scholar with a package
of valuable tribute ink “Cang Pei Shi
Ink”(a type of prized ink). Finally, Hu

Yude sent him away respectfully.

BE T RIR ST RSB, IR
IR R E N, —LEEERRE
WY I R AR . Ml B R, JFHAE
THEART . ok R T, X

PER, BT RAR

A, HA AR I ]
fEReE LK. ARNNEGANZER
R B A IE 3 SR Kk Se, KAk
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BHEASENSRE —BEANAR, H
PTG 2 Mlisede A ETT, XA
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After sending away the scholar
who had come to criticize him, Hu Yude
did not feel relieved. Instead, he focused
on quickly uncovering the root of the
problem. After pondering over and over
again, he checked thoroughly every
procedure of the ink-making process. It

turned out that it lacked a crucial step

due to the workers’ negligence when

this batch of ink were produced.

Because of its failure to operate

according to the regulations, the

water-resistant ink produced did not

meet the required standards. With the

recent hot weather, the existing
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problems became apparent. Before,

merely because few people were willing
to soak the valuable ink into water to
test it and everyone all believed in the
quality of Hu Kaiwen’s ink, so it
remained unknown that whether the ink
would not dissolve and spread color in
water until the wandering scholar
happened to came to seek truth, which

finally allowed for verification.

HEEW A, WRMET LRSS
#95, SLEMEIEA A& S, JFRL
K m O AR SR . RS TA
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TR AR, ABASDUIR F R SRl 1 Bk,
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After uncovering the truth, Hu
Yude ordered all branches of shops and
workshops involved to stop producing
and selling the kind of the ink and to
repurchase the already sold ink at a
premium price. The servant around him
tried their best to persuade him,
analyzing the “pros and cons”. Although
this ink could not withstand water, it did
not affect writing at all. Moreover, few
people would actually test its quality in
water, so the issue would remain
unnoticed. However, if the sold ink was
bought back by us at a high price, not
only would it lead to a loss, but it would
undoubtedly tell everyone the quality
issues with Hu Kaiwen’s ink. It would

be like slapping oneself in the face.

Nonetheless, the servants’ persuasion
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had no effect on Hu Yude’s decision.
Not only did he insist on repurchasing
the ink, but he also decided to destroy
this batch of ink.

T, ARG K, WRE
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So, on a bright sunny day, Hu Yude
the

publicly  poured so-called
water-resistant ink into a pond outside
Xiuning City in front of the local
villagers. Everyone was in awe and
amazement. The ink slowly dissolved in
water and spread out silently, turning
the pond into an “ink pond.” In this
pond, a batch of the ink of poor quality
dissolved in water, along with doubts
and criticisms of Hu Kaiwen’s ink shop
from others, also disappeared in life;
what emerged was not just a pool of ink,
but also people’s trust and praise for the
ink shop. Their failure to introduce the
new product did not damage the
reputation of Hu Kaiwen’s shop.
Instead, the anecdote of “destroying ink

in a pond” became widely circulated in

the Huizhou area.

B G FF M A K T 4
S0 BT RHR T %, 605
fE, RN L SR
AT %, ERmL, WL e
TR EETRE, P B HAIE AL,

The descendants of the Hu family
inherited the techniques of crafting
exquisite ink mould and selecting raw
material and recipe, with their business

philosophy of “honest management,
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quality first” passing down constantly.
Therefore, the golden brand of “Hu
Kaiwen” has flourished for centuries
and its products have been sold both
domestically and internationally. The
“Earth Ink” produced by them even won
a gold medal at the 1915 Panama
World’s Fair, gaining the reputation and
fame for Chinese ink on the
international stage.

(Meng Yingjiao, Wu Qiong)

“UEXSLEER” KIZRER BB

Creating and accumulating a Great
Fortune by Using Other People’s

Resources A Tea Merchant Called

Wu Qilin

TR 30, RO 7 22 5T 1R
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During the period of Ming and
Qing dynasty, with the development of
commodity economy, a group of
businessmen named after their regions
emerged in society, among which the
Hui merchants and Shanxi merchants
were particularly prominent. Among

these merchants, some of whom lived

ETEMMCEE.

from hand to mouth, while while others

were excessively wealthy with assets

worth  millions. In the ancient

smallholder society, accumulating a
fortune of a thousand gold pieces

through conventional means was a
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challenging endeavor. So, for these

businessmen, how they accumulated

such considerable wealth? Here is a

story as followed, telling that a Hui

merchant called Wu Qilin created and

accumulated a great fortune by using

other people’s resources.

S B 7 AR B I B,
ESAEBEA, HUET, AR

During the Kangxi and Qianlong

period of the Qing Dynasty, Wu Qilin

AR o e A5, BREge T, R

was born into a poor family in Changxi,

AR ER, ERE /D 2R SR A I 7R 4

She County. At a early age. he was

AF o BOMIXAN X 28 5 AR
W, MBS, REMMNN XML
BRI ER, WEMNE—LLREs),
RE®TERAARY, —HEAMNET.

i

employed as a study companion to the

children of a wealthy family, the Zheng

family. Due to his diligence and

capability, he was appreciated and

valued by his master and was also

taught a few  characters while

accompanying the young master in his

studies. In Huizhou, particularly in She

County, the practice of running
businesses was a common occurrence.
Influenced by this awareness at an early
age, Wu Qilin also aspired to engage in
some business activities. But due to a
lack of capital, he never put it into

action.
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The young master had burned the
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midnight oil for a decade. successively

earning the titles of xiucai and juren.
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Now poised to journey to the capital for

the imperial examination, he faced a

six-month round trip from She County.

At that time, it did not drive directly
from She county to the capital by
carriage, so, he only chose to walk there
with the baggage. The young master
usually only focused on his study, not
familiar with the daily life. This trip to

the capital for examination held great
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significance for the Zheng family, as a

successful result would allow the eldest

JERRRE . [RIIN D1 5T PR (T 32

Zheng son to enter civil service and

bring honor to the family. Therefore, the

elder master decided to arrange a
shrewd and capable servant for his son,
accompanying him to the capital and
taking care of him. The first choice the
master thought was Wu Qilin, known as

savvy and capable. As the saying goes,

“be thrifty at home but generous on the

road.” especially for such an important

imperial examination. Therefore, the

elder master provided them adequate

funds to support their daily expenses on

the way (about twice the cost of the

round trip), and entrusted them to Wu

Qilin for safekeeping.
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After Wu Qilin held a substantial
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sum of money in his hands, he felt
extremely exhilarated. After all, he had
never seen so much money in his life,
especially not under his sole
responsibility for expenditures.
Although the bulk of the expenses
would be for the young master, he
couldn’t contain his excitement. Before
embarking on a journey to the capital,
the master granted Wu Qilin a three-day
leave, allowing him to return home and
reunite with his family. So, he gladly
went home. Upon arrival, he found the
house empty, as his family had gone to
the mountains to pick tea leaves. He
immediately rushed to the tea hills.
Upon reaching the tea fields, he saw his
parents and younger brother engaged in
harvesting tea leaves. Then, he excitedly
shared with his family the news about
his upcoming journey to the capital with
the young master. They were proud of
him, commending his excellence which
led to his master’s appreciation and

recognition of him.
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Although his parents were happy
for Wu Qilin, a hint of worry still
lingered on their faces, and Wu Qilin

noticed this. He asked, “Dad, you look
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not very happy”. His father let out a
deep sigh and said, “My son, I truly am
happy for your success. But what
troubles me is our family’s tea. This
year, the price of tea is too low, down by
nearly thirty or forty percent compared
to last year. Such high-quality tea being
sold for so little money, I worry about
how we will manage in the coming
days?” Seeing his parents’ distressed
expressions, Wu Qilin felt as though a
heavy weight had settled in his heart.
That night, he tossed and turned in bed,
unable to sleep with the ancient proverb
“As a son, one who cannot alleviate his
parents’ worries is deemed unfilial”
echoing repeatedly in his mind. All of a
sudden, he thought that the tea from
their homeland was mainly sold across
the country, with Beijing, as the capital,
being one of the major markets for tea.
So, if he could bring the tea they sell to
Beijing, the price of which must be
higher than it was sold in homeland. He
decided to discuss with his parents
about the thought of bringing tea to
Beijing tomorrow, Wu Qilin resolved

silently.
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The next day at dawn, Wu Qilin
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immediately knocked at his parents’
door and shared his idea with them. Her
parents thought it was a good plan.
Since Wu Qilin was going to Beijing,
they began to negotiate how to bring tea
and what kind of tea to take. Finally,
considering the long distance to Beijing
and the inconvenience of carrying too
much, they decided to select the best
three catties of tea from their home for
Wu Qilin to take to Beijing to sell.
While they discussing how to sell the
tea in Beijing, Uncle Wang from next
door came to talk to Wu Qilin’s father
about something. Upon hearing that Wu
to

was to

Qilin going Beijing
accompany the young master for the
exam and would also take their family’s
tea to sell there, he felt extremely
excited. Because he had been troubled
by the low tea prices recently and
thought that the price in Beijing would
certainly be higher than at home. If Wu
Qilin were to help him take his tea to
Beijing to sell, he would have to figure
out how much travel expense to give
him for such a long journey. Instead, he

could just sell his tea directly to Wu

Qilin, who would surely offer a higher
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price than the local tea merchants. Also,
it would save him the trouble of
calculating how much travel expense to
give Wu Qilin, and whatever profit was
made would belong to Wu Qilin. At this
thought, Uncle Wang quickly said,
“Qilin, since you’re going to Beijing
anyway, selling your own tea or
someone else’s is all the same. Wouldn’t
it be better if I sell you our family’s tea,
and you take it to Beijing to sell? After
all, in any case, the prices in Beijing are
bound to be higher than ours here,

right?”
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Upon hearing that Uncle Wang
wanted to sell him tea leaves, Wu Qilin
was surprised, as he hadn’t actually
thought about buying tea before.
However, considering he had plenty of
funds for the trip to Beijing, he realized
he could use some of it to buy tea. This
way, he would not only help his
neighbors but also make some profit.
Why not give it a try? Therefore, he
said, “Uncle Wang, this time I'm
accompanying the young master to
Beijing for the exam, so I can’t carry too
much. If I buy, I can only take some of

your best tea to sell in Beijing. ” Uncle
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Wang said, “ It doesn’t matter, I’ll pick
out the best tea of our family to sell to
you.” Wu Qilin thought for a moment.
He knew that the tea price in Beijing
would definitely be higher than last
year’s price in his hometown. He said,
“Uncle Wang, I’ll offer you the price of
tea we paid last year. Does that sound
feasible?” Upon hearing that last year’s
price was more than 30%-40% higher
than the current price, Uncle Wang was
very delighted and said, “I’ll take your
offer. You name the price, and I'll go
pick out the finest tea for you right

away.” With that, he ran back home.
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After a while, Uncle Wang brought
the best three catties of tea from his
house. Wu Qilin paid him with silver, so
Uncle Wang joyfully went home. Later,
Uncle Wang shared this good news with
his neighbors, then all the neighbors
sold their best tea to Wu Qilin. In the
end, Wu Qilin spent nearly half of
expenses he had spent on his journey to
Beijing purchasing the tea, including his
totaling  thirty catties

own tea,

altogether.
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When they were going to set off for

the capital, the young master noticed
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that Wu Qilin carrying a bag back from
home. So he asked, “Qilin, what’s that
you’re carrying?” Wu Qilin replied,
“Because this year the price of tea is too
low, I’ll bring a few catties of tea to sell
along the way in Beijing.” Being aware
of the poor tea market in their
hometown this year, the young master
nodded understandingly and they set off

on their journey.
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As an old saying goes, “It’s better
to move slowly than to stand still.” Wu
Qilin and young master traveled
nonstop and finally arrived in the major
city--Beijing, and they figured out an
inn to live in. Usually the young master
focused on his studies at the inn,
preparing for his upcoming
examination. However, Wu Qilin, with
not much to do in comparison, often
strolled around the nearby tea market.
Upon arriving at the tea market, Wu
Qilin first observed the quality and price
of different varieties of tea. After a
period of observation, he discovered
that the price of tea in Beijing was six to
seven times higher than the price in his
hometown. Then, he proceeded to take

his own tea to various tea shops,
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offering free tea for shop owners to
taste, asking them to evaluate the
quality and the value of the tea. Because
the tea he provided was of superior
quality, the owners of the tea shops
praised it highly and offered very high
prices. In the end, Wu Qilin managed to
sell his tea at eight times the price he
had paid for it. Most importantly, by
offering high-quality tea to the shop
owners for free tasting, Wu Qilin
established a strong rapport with these

tea merchants.
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Although the young master was
very hard-working and had the ability to
write excellent essays, he still failed in
the imperial examination and ended up
not being listed because of fierce
competition. He had originally planned
to return home and try again in three
years, but he heard that the Empress
Dowager would turn sixty next year.
The Emperor, being a paragon of filial
piety, might open a special imperial
examination to pray for the Empress
Dowager’s longevity. If that happened,
he would have to travel back from home
next year, which would take several
his  studies.

months and  disrupt
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Therefore, the young master decided not
to go home and stay in Beijing to study
instead. But if he chose to stay here for
a year, his expenses would definitely
exceed his budget. So, he sent Wu Qilin
back home to fetch more living
expenses. Wu Qilin had already sold all
the tea he had, and this was a perfect
opportunity for him to go home and buy

more tea to sell. Naturally, he was very

happy to make the trip.
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After Wu Qilin returned home, he
told the old master that his son would
stay in Beijing for a year to prepare for
the next exam. The Zheng master was
very delighted to support his son’s
decision and took out a large sum of
money to give Wu Qilin. He told Wu
Qilin to take good care of the young
master and not to worry about spending
money. Wu Qilin nodded seriously and
returned home to visit his parents. After
that, he spent most of the money he had
earned and the money given by the old
master on the high-quality tea leaves.
Since he has established his own sales
channels in the Beijing tea market, not
worrying about the sales of the tea

leaves. He only needed to bring enough
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living expenses for the young master for
the first one or two months. It wouldn’t
be long before the tea would be sold out

in Beijing, making a profit.
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Just as Wu Qilin had anticipated,
the tea leaves he purchased soon sold
out in Beijing. Although the total
volume of tea he sold these two times
was not large, its superior quality made
it very valuable. So, by buying and
selling the tea on these two occasions,
he earned about several hundred taels of
silver. Since then, he created his own tea
empire by taking advantage of this sum

of silver as his starting capital.
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Due to a fortunate turn of events,
by borrowing his master’s money, Wu
Qilin earned his first pot of gold in life.
This is the story of how Wu Qilin
created and accumulated a great fortune
by using other people’s resources.

(Sun Xinwen)

. - The honest tea merchant — — Wu
WS NIRRT RK S

Rongyun
Rz, Fate, FEILEN. A Wu Rongyun, courtesy name
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Jinghua, was a native of Bei’an town,
She County. Different from other Hui
merchants who needed to leave home at

a early age, Wu Rongyun’s childhood
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was relatively secure, because he was
born into a merchant family. Sadly, his
business

dad wasn’t  exactly a

genius—he was just a middleman dealer

in the tea trade. Compared to those Hui

merchants who were rolling in so much

cash they could stack silver bricks like

toys at home, he was far from being

wealthy. Growing up in a less affluent

familyy, Wu Rongyun took on
responsibilities earlier, and in an
environment where his father was

constantly competing and striving to
improve, he naturally developed a

wealth of business skills and mindset.
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It is possible that his father had
never entered the ranks of top Huizhou
merchants, so he initially did not plan
for his son to pursue a career in
business. Instead, he sent Wu Rongyun
to a private school. At that time, if one
planned to leave Huizhou, and
established a foothold in the capital, he
only had two ways. One was to become
a merchant,

a great merchant, an

exceptional merchant among great
merchants; the other one was to become
a scholar, a great scholar, a scholar of

practical and profound learning. In
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traditional Chinese society, the social
hierarchy placed scholars at the top,
and

followed by farmers, artisans,

merchants. Even if a merchant was
immensely wealthy, they were still
looked down upon. On the other hand,
even a mere scholar with the title of
“xiucai”(the lowest rank in the imperial
examination system) was held in high
regard. Unfortunately, the intelligence
and wit Wu Rongyun displayed in
business were of no use when it came to
the classical texts of “zhi hu zhe ye”
(Confucian literature). He struggled
with memorizing texts, so his teacher
asked him to recite them. When he
couldn’t even recite, the teacher told
him to read aloud, but even that came
out halting and stuttered. Seeing this,
Wu’s father shook his head helplessly
and said, “Dear, you might as well come
with me to sell tea.” Little did Wu
know that this

Rongyun’s father

seemingly reluctant decision would

soon lay the foundation for the Wu
family’s century-long

legacy as a

renowned tea merchant.
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Within just a few months of

following his father in the tea trade, Wu
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Rongyun noticed something striking: tea
that was cheap and undervalued in
Huizhou would skyrocket in price once
it reached the capital. Moreover, the
capital was filled with both genuine
scholars and those who merely
pretended to be cultured, all of whom
loved to burn incense and savor fine tea.
The renowned tea from Huizhou, in
particular, was seen as the best products
that symbolize their identity in upper

class. Wu Rongyun thought in his heart,

“We’re just carrying these little baskets

around Huizhou, buying and selling tea,

but we’re not making much money. If

dad could open a shop in the capital,

and I could supply him from Huizhou,

focusing on high-end tea, selling to

those wealthy folks, maybe then we

could really strike it rich.”Wu

Rongyun’s father could not agree more,
he accepted his son’s suggestion. Soon
he became a directly-operated tea
retailer from a secondary tea dealer,
which enabled him to earn a large sum
of money. However, if Wu Rongyun had
only possessed a sharp business mind,
he would not have stood out among

many Hui merchants. The reason why
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he was able to later open thirteen tea
shops was his honesty and kindness
shone brightly in his simple qualities.
During a year of partnership with his
father, traveling between the north and
south, Wu Rongyun once transported tea
to the capital alongside another tea
merchant, Cheng Liming. By this time,
Wu Rongyun was no longer a
small-time peddler with a basket on his
back. His family’s boats, now flying the
grand banner of the Wu family tea
brand, cut an impressive figure on the
waterways. However, as they reached
the Qiantang River, a sudden
undercurrent surged. The Wu family’s
large and sturdy boat managed to
withstand the turbulent waters, but
Cheng Liming’s smaller vessel was no
match for the fierce waves and was
overturned in the Qiantang River. In an
instant, the entire shipment of tea was
dumped into the river, and the crew
struggled in the water, crying out for
help. At this moment, Wu Rongyun
immediately offered a hefty reward to
anyone who could rescue the drowning

men, although his own boat was also

swaying in the turbulent waves. Skilled
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swimmers from nearby boats jumped
into the river and managed to pull
Cheng Liming to safety. As soon as
Cheng was dragged onto the deck, he
broke into loud sobs and tried to throw
himself back into the river. Wu
Rongyun quickly grabbed him, thought

in his heart, “He can’t have been addled

by the water, can he? He just barely

escaped with his life, and now he’s

trying to throw it all away again?” Wu

Rongyun had Cheng taken into the
cabin, where he was given dry clothes,
and a cup of hot tea to calm his nerves.
But as Cheng Liming held the teacup,
he burst into tears again. Wu Rongyun
pressed him for an explanation, and
Cheng wailed, “All my tea is gone! I
can’t go on in business anymore. I

might as well die!” Looking at this

sobbing grown man in front of him, Wu

Rongyun hurried to comfort him: “I’ll

give you another shipload of tea. You

can certainly make a comeback. Why

resort to such extremes?” Cheng Liming

was overwhelmed with gratitude, and
from that day on, he treated Wu
Rongyun with the utmost respect and

courtesy, never daring to show the
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slightest neglect.
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After delivering the tea to the
capital, Wu Rongyun’s first order of
business was to instruct his staff to
separate the newly arrived tea from the
older stock in the shop, labeling them
clearly as ‘New Tea’ and ‘Aged Tea’ in
large characters, and setting distinctly
different prices for each. Every staff was
very astonished and quickly tried to
dissuade their young master, explaining
that every other tea merchant in the
city—whether it was the old Li family
to the west, the old Wang family to the
north, or the old Chen family from the
nearby town—mixed new and old tea
together when selling. Only by doing so
could they manage to sell the older
It’s like off a

stock. marrying

daughter—who in their right mind

would write ‘beautiful’ or ‘ugly’ on the

bridal veil and then ask someone to pick

her based on that? Even Wu’s father

tried to reason with his son, pointing out
that he had been selling tea in the capital
for years, always blending new and old
tea, and business had been good. No one
had ever complained about the taste of

the tea. However, Wu Rongyun said to
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his father, “Dad, as you said, the tea
business is doing well. Yes. But this is
not what I want. I want the business to
be extremely successful. I want Wu
Family Tea Shop to be the best there is,
you know, like, the top dog among all
the tea shops in the capital. Honesty is
the foundation of business, and sincerity
is known to heaven.” Unable to
persuade his stubborn son, Wu’s father
had to agree with his son’s decision.
From then on, the Wu family tea shop
prominently displayed two banners: one
for “New Tea” and another for “Aged
Tea.” This practice quickly became the
talk of the capital, spreading by word of
mouth. Everyone praised the Wu family
tea shop for its honesty and integrity,
cementing its reputation as a

trustworthy business.
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However, the customers who came
to buy tea naturally only offered some
verbal support by praising the shop and
giving thumbs up, but in the end, they
all purchased the new tea. Over the
years, the aged tea piled up in several
warehouses, resulting in losses of tens
of thousands of taels of silver. The staff

in the tea shop worried that their
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year-end bonuses would be significantly
reduced, anxiously proposed a “brilliant
idea”. They said to Wu Rongyun,
“Young master, why don’t we take these
tea leaves back, process them and sell
them? At least we might be able to
recoup our capital.” To their surprise,
Wu Rongyun flatly rejected the idea and
even more

proposed a “costly”

idea—buy one, get one free. Wu
Rongyun said, “Unless the aged tea can
germinate again when planted in soil, it
remained aged tea even if after
reprocessing. 1 absolutely will not use
aged tea to pass off as new tea. It would
be better to give these aged tea away as

gifts.” The staff in the shop heard it and

thought, “Isn’t that, like, totally dumb?

Customers were planning to buy two

jin, but now they hear they can get an

extra jin of tea for free. so they’ll

naturally buy less. Then, well, we’ll end

up with even less of a bonus at the end

of the year”. Then they tried to dissuade
him in haste, but Wu Rongyun had
made up his mind, ignoring anyone’s
suggestion. He even immediately
ordered someone to bring the paper and

ink, then he wrote down a notice: “If
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you buy one catty of our new tea, we
will give you one catty of our aged tea

as a gift. Welcome to our tea shop!”
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People in the capital heard that the
Wu family’s aged tea was now being
given away for free, rather than being
sold at fixed prices and categorized as
before. As a result, customers came
pouring in all at once. Someone asked
him, “Mr. Wu, why make things harder
for yourself? I mean, even if you
destroyed these old teas, you could sell
more new tea and make more money
that way.” However, he shook his head
and said, “Our Wu family’s shop built
its fortune on tea. When I thought about
these teas

how were painstakingly

grown by the tea farmers in my
hometown, I could not afford to waste
them casually. More importantly, these
tea leaves were transported with great
effort from Jiangnan Region, and I
valued them immensely. I’d rather give
them away and consider it a way to
make friends with everyone.” Wu
Rongyun’s approach quickly won the
appreciation of the people in the capital.

Those people believed that tea leaves

sold by someone of such high character
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would taste more delicious than those
from other tea shops, such as the old Li
family to the west, the old Wang family
to the north, or the old Chen family
from the nearby town. For a moment,
Wu family’s tea shop attracted
significant attention in the capital. Not
only did tea enthusiasts flock to visit it,
but Wu Rongyun’s high moral integrity
also earned him widespread popularity.
So prominent personalities and scholars
from the capital often met with him to
enjoy tea and discuss philosophy,
establishing friendships. In this way, Wu
Rongyun not only turned his family’s
shop into a model “Old Faithful Shop”
but also became a “Moving Figure in
the Capital” among tea merchants. By
the end of the year, the Wu family tea
shop had sold out of its stock, and the
staff had nothing but admiration for

their young master.
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By adhering to a business
philosophy of honesty and integrity, the
Wu family tea shop quickly prospered.
However, after achieving wealth, Wu
Rongyun did not forget to devote
himself to charity work, helping build

bridges and roads, and provide disaster
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relief and assistance to the poor.
Therefore, he earned a reputation as a
“benevolent person” far and wide. Later,
basking in the praise of the world, he
entrusted the tea business to his son for
management and returned to the
countryside. He started to embrace a
simple life, reading Confucian classics
and planting vegetables. The aroma of
tea lingered in his heart, and he
remained untainted in the eyes of the
world. This is Wu Rongyun’s principle
of integrity in business.

(Wu Qiong)
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Sparing no effort to create a unique
steelyard to uphold the fairness in

one’s heart
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The steelyard was a traditional

weighing instrument independently

invented by Chinese. With a long
history and rich cultural significance, it
has been an indispensable tool in
lives in traditional

people’s daily

society. It is also regarded as a symbol

of good luck and even as an emblem of

fairness and justice. Although the

steelyard appears simple in

structure—consisting of a marked lever,

a metal counterweight, and a lifting
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cord—its craftsmanship involves

profound expertise. The process
includes selecting materials, shaping the
wood into a round form, soaking it in
alkaline water, sanding, coloring, fitting
a copper head, installing the blade edge
of the head knob, calibrating weights,
and the

drilling holes, calibrating

measurement marks. Each step requires

meticulous attention, as even the
slightest mistake can lead to
inaccuracies, constantly testing the

patience and precision of the maker. In
modern society, with the widespread use
of electronic steelyards, the steelyard
has become increasingly rare, and the
traditional craft of making it is gradually

disappearing.
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To make a high-quality steelyard,
the first step need to do is to find the
wood with fine grain and hard texture.
And in the mountainous regions of
Huizhou, it is abundant in some plants,
such as the oak, nanmu, and wild tea
trees, which are premium materials for
making  steelyards. Therefore, in
Huizhou, there were once a number of

steelyard shops, producing steelyards of

excellent quality and competitive prices

64




LRI R A A 183

that sold well in various counties. One
of the famous steelyard shop was Mr.
Xu’s steelyard shop. The Xu family had
long been in the business of making
steelyards, always adhering to integrity
as their foundation. Meanwhile, Mr. Xu
was also known for his friendly
demeanor and business acumen, which
earned his shop a solid reputation in the

arca.
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On this day, Mr. Xu was returning
to his shop after handling some business
outside. Along the way, he encountered
many starving people begging on the
streets. That year, a severe drought had
caused crop failures and driven up the
price of rice, forcing many to resort to
begging. As soon as Mr. Xu stepped
through the door, still lamenting the
devastation caused by the drought, a
staff approached him to report that his
brother-in-law, who hadn’t visited in a
long time, had been waiting for him at
the shop for quite a while. Mr. Xu
thought to himself, “He wouldn’t come
here without a reason”, and with that in
mind, he entered the room. As a result,
his brother-in-law smiled and said to

him, “You finally come back, and I’ve
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been waiting here for a long time. You
must give thanks to me this time
because | secured a great business deal
for you.” Naturallyy, Mr. Xu was
delighted and quickly replied, “Thank
you for your effort! I wonder what is
it?” At this point, his brother-in-law
immediately became serious. He
cautiously glanced toward the door to
make sure no one was around, then
waved his hand, signaling Mr. Xu to
come closer. Until Mr. Xu came
doubtfully, his brother-in-law whispered
in his ear for a while. Then, Mr. Xu’s

eyebrow gradually winkled.
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It turned out that the business deal
Mr. Xu’s brother-in-law arranged for
him was to create a steelyard. However,
this steelyard was a bit unusual: the
lever had to be hollow and filled with
with the

mercury. Those familiar

deceptive practices of merchants would

immediately recognize this as a

common trick to cheat customers.

Unscrupulous traders often tampered

’ H.o

with steelyards, and one of their

common tricks was using a

mercury-filled steelyard. The hollow

lever of the steelyard is filled with
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heavy mercury, allowing the person in

control to manipulate the weight. By

tilting the steelyard to move the

mercury, the center of gravity would

shift, enabling the operator to control

the measurement at will—making it

heavier or lighter as desired. This

deceitful  practice  was used to

shortchange customers and gain unfair

advantages.
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Mr. Xu had always been an honest

man. When he heard that his
brother-in-law was bringing him a job to
make a dishonest steelyard, he wanted
to refuse outright. However, considering
his brother-in-law was a xiucai, as a
relative of his, he couldn’t flatly reject
him without causing offense. Instead, he
put on a show of reluctance and said, “I
appreciate you thinking of me, and this
would indeed be a good opportunity for
business. But, probably you know,
there’s a saying spreading in our trade:
‘Never cheat on the steelyards. Shorting
even one

‘liang” means losing a

star—and such deceit will bring
misfortune. Deception and fraud will
bring moral retribution and shorten

one’s life and this is something we just
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can’t do. Honestly, you shouldn’t even
help others with such things!” Mr. Xu
had hoped this would make his
brother-in-law back down, but the man
only looked more troubled. “I already
tried talking him out of it,” the
brother-in-law said. “But he insisted it’s
just to satisfy official demands—no
harm to the customers. And since your
well-known, he

craftsmanship s

specifically asked for you. Their
quotation will be twenty taels of silver,
and it can be more.” Seeing his
brother-in-law use gesture and speak
with an exaggerated expression, Mr. Xu
hurried to wave his hands and said,
“Dealing with officials requires even
stricter compliance with the rules—this
absolutely can’t be done! It’s against the
law!” The brother-in-law grabbed his
wrist and lowered his voice, “Little
brother, what officials say is the law.”
Mr. Xu was taken aback, then he
seemed to think for a moment before
saying ‘Oh’. His brother-in-law asked
him with deep meaning, “Now you
see?” Mr. Xu sighed and said, “I
suppose there’s no choice, then.” The

two exchanged a glance—an unspoken
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agreement passing between them.
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After seeing off his brother-in-law,
Mr. Xu paced back and forth in the
room. Undoubtedly, the dishonest
steelyard had been commissioned by
officials from the local government.
Given the recent famine, the
government had been encouraging local
gentry and wealthy households to
donate grain while also preparing to
open the granaries to distribute grain to
relieve the people. It was obvious that
this steelyard would be used in these

efforts. The stories of officials of yamen

(local government office) abusing their
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power to exploit the common folk were

no secret to Mr. Xu, but this time, he

experienced it firsthand. If he actually

made the steelyard as they required, the

officials in charge could take more

when collecting grain and give less

when distributing it. In this way, they

could line their pockets in the process. It

was a clever scheme, but it would mean
that the people who kindly donated
grain would be cheated and the needy
would

suffer the pain of hunger!

Thinking of those emaciated victims

suffered from hunger he saw in the
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street today, Mr. Xu felt a surge of

injustice and compassion. He absolutely

could not do such a thing, it would

betray his conscience. If he refused, he

would immediately offend these yamen
runners who bully the locals, which
would surely bring nothing but trouble,
inviting disaster upon himself. He must
think about what he should do. Through
pondering and walking repeatedly, a
sudden idea flashed through his mind,
and he finally thought of a win-win

solution.
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After several weeks, Mr. Xu
successfully made a steelyard as they
had requested. The steelyard beam was
hollow and filled with mercury.
However, it was also a bit different from
their requirements. It was full of the
mercury, then there was no space for
mercury to flow, making it impossible
to manipulate the measurements. After
filling the beam with mercury, Mr. Xu
inserted a spring at the blockage on the
other end and then secured it with a
copper-capped rivet, this meant the
blockage responsible for sealing the

mercury on this end cannot be opened.

Because if opened, the spring on this
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end would push the blockage on the
other end, causing the mercury inside it
to eject completely and rendering the
steelyard useless. Even more
remarkably, if the beam snapped or the
mercury  spilled, a small silk
handkerchief would unfurl, revealing
the words: “The steelyard is under the
protection of the deities; now the deities
have manifested. A dishonest steelyard
will bring people retribution. I am
following the will of the Supreme Lord
Lao.” Mr. Xu had written this message
using a special ink made from medicinal
compounds. The silk was coated with
yellow phosphorus, so upon contact
with air, it would spontaneously ignite
and vanish without a trace. Through
repeated experiments, Mr. Xu finally
gave the special steelyard with a perfect

design to his brother-in-law with peace

of mind.
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Several yameén runners were

initially delighted when they got their
hands on the steelyard, but as soon as
they tried it out, they realized it was
extremely accurate—the mercury didn’t

budge, making it impossible to

manipulate. This left them rather
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frustrated. One of the older runners,
who had likely engaged in such deceit
before and understood the trick,
suggested opening the sealed port of the
steelyard to adjust the mercury. Once
adjusted, they could still use it as
intended. However, as soon as they
opened the sealed port, the mercury was
ejected and spilled onto the ground,
gleaming with a metallic luster.
Meanwhile, the silk cloth with written
words fell out, and the officials
suddenly saw a line of words. They
couldn’t help but feel a chill run down
their spines, thinking in his heart:
“Could it be that our actions had truly
been discovered by the Supreme Lord
Lao? What were we to do?” At that
moment, a wisp of blue flame rose from
the silk cloth, and in an instant, it was
completely incinerated. The surrounding
yamen runners, likely poisoned by the
mercury vapor, began to complain of
dizziness and started to believe that they
had truly suffered divine retribution.
Their leader pondered the situation
carefully. Believing that the divine had
been made aware of their actions, he

decided that they could no longer
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continue. Otherwise, their lives might
be at risk. They had no choice but to

endure this grievance.
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There is a “steelyard”in the heart of
the man, only if when interests and
conscience are correctly weighed can
one make the right choices. There is
also a “steelyard” between heaven and
earth, only if one uphold virtue and
strive for goodness, will one surely
receive the protection of the way of
heaven. Just like the example of Mr. Xu,
he made a steelyard and sold it,

following the moral standards in his

heart. He ran his business with integrity.,

treating both young and old fairly, so his

shop’s business flourished and endured,

demonstrating that “Virtue is truly

rewarded”. Upholding trustworthiness
and treating others with sincerity was
the creed and principle of Hui
merchants, and was also the core secret
that that made them dominant for

centuries in the history.

T
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