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RESEARCH ON THE APPLICATION OF DIGITAL ECON-

OMY POLICY TOOLS IN ANHUI PROVINCE: BASED ON

THE TEXT ANALYSIS OF PROVINCIAL POLICIES FROM
2016 TO 2024

ABSTRACT

Since 2019, the digital economy has become a new engine for global
economic development and an important driving force for high-quality
economic development. The application of appropriate and effective digital
economy policy tools is not only conducive to the realization of policy ob-
jectives, but also conducive to promoting the improvement of government
performance. Based on the perspective of policy tool theory, this study sys-
tematically explores the application of digital economy policy tools in An-
hui Province, which not only expands the application scope of policy tool
theory and innovation theory, but also helps to further improve the quality
of digital economy policy in Anhui Province and provide regional experi-
ence reference for the development of digital economy.

This study takes the provincial digital economy policy of Anhui Prov-
ince from 2016 to 2024 as the research object, uses literature research
method and content analysis method to explore the application of digital

economy policy tools in Anhui Province, analyzes the existing problems
I
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and their causes, and proposes corresponding solutions. Specifically, the
following research process is included. Firstly, a large number of domestic
and foreign research materials were obtained by using the literature re-
search method. Through in-depth reading and combing of relevant litera-
ture, we will make a summary and clearly define the core concepts such as
digital economy and policy tools. The policy tool theory is taken as the
theoretical basis of this study, and the two-dimensional analytical frame-
work of "policy tools-policy objectives" is constructed in combination with
innovation theory, which provides theoretical support for subsequent re-
search. In this process, this paper draws on the classification system of
Rothwell and Zegveld policy instruments to establish the three-dimen-
sional mechanism of supply-oriented (driven by production factors), envi-
ronment-oriented (shaped by external environment) and demand-oriented
(market-driven), and clarifies the dynamic logic of their synergistic promo-
tion of the realization of policy goals. Secondly, this paper sorts out the
digital economy policies issued by Anhui Province, and analyzes the exter-
nal attributes such as the number of policies, policy types and policy sub-
jects to understand the overall policy overview. Subsequently, the content
analysis method was used to code and quantitatively analyze the specific
content of the policy with the help of Nvivol2 software, to explore the
distribution and application of policy tools in different dimensions, to ana-
lyze the content characteristics of digital economy policies in Anhui
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Province, and to explore the shortcomings of the application of policy tools.
The results show that the current application of digital economy pol-
icy tools in Anhui Province has the following problems: first, the uneven
distribution of policy types; second, the lack of coordination of policy sub-
jects; Third, the function of policy tools is not fully played; Fourth, there
is a poor match between policy objectives and policy tools. In view of the
existing problems, this paper puts forward corresponding suggestions: first,
strengthen the support of authoritative policies and improve the construc-
tion of laws and regulations; Second, strengthen the coordination of policy
subjects and create a diversified interaction mechanism; Third, optimize
the structure of policy tools and improve the application effect of tools;
Fourth, enhance the innovation of policy tools and take into account the
diversity of policy objectives.
Author: Xiao Yaqian (Public Management)
Supervised by Lu Wenling Professor
KEY WORDS: digital economy, digital economy policy, policy instru-

ments, policy objectives, content analysis
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